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February 18 begins our liturgical season of Lent. During those forty days,

as we walk with Jesu s to Jerusalem and the cross, it is important for us to

use this time as many Christians have before us. Lent is a time for prayer,

fasting and service to others. These practices can be varied and different

for al | peopl e. Mo s t of nmuest htirnagdiup co nfad d vy
chocolate, coffee, or meat. While those things can be fulfilling and very

spiritual, it is important for us to remember that prayer and service are

just as important. | would encourage all of us this Lenten season to

A pr act entteraughlintentional prayer, fasting and service in the way

that is most meaningful and spiritual to you and your families. Included in

this newsletter is a Lenten Practice calendar from Traci Smith, author of

ASeaml ess Faitho. Thi s ilykcpapomegianfar familiepinthes i d e s
practices of prayer, fasting, and service. While created for families to

practice together, this calendar is useful for individuals as well. There are

many other calendars and daily Lenten resources available on the internet

for your use as well. If you would like help in finding something for you to

use this Lent, please ask me and we can discover what will be most

w41}

meaningful in practice.

Your Pastor,
Sarah
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One Great Hour of Sharing

Our March - April Mission Emphasis

When Jesus read the scriptures in the Nazareth
synagogue (Luke 4:14 i 21), he chose verses from Isaiah
as his text:
AThe Spirit olisuponme, bécausedhe has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He

has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lor

Jesus of Nazareth befriended and assisted poor and
oppressed people, and taught his followers the same
responsibility. Through One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS), the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) lives out the
primary responsibility taught by Jesus and demonstrate s its solidarity with poor people
here in the United States and around the world.

Your gift to OGHS affirms Godés concern for all/l

1. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance T Your support enables congregations and
mission partners of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to witness to the healing
love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crises and
catastrophic events.
2. Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) T Your generosity helps this ministry of the
PC (USA) working with congregations and partners around the globe to alleviate
hunger and eliminate its causes. National ly
programs and partnerships complement each other in this work. Your gift works
to alleviate the struggles of our sisters and brothers around the world supporting

Goddés vision of a community where all/l peop
culturally appropriate food.

3. Self-Development of People i Your sharing makes work possible to help affirm
the dignity of all by assisting in the empowerment of economically poor,

oppressed, and disadvantaged people.

The three OGHS ministries depend on your contributions! As a result of your gifts and

the gifts of other congregations across the church, OGHS will continue to be a reminder
t hat t hrough t he simpl e act of sharing, we 8
abundance in surprising ways. Thank you for your longtime support
of this offering, as together we are sharing hope that is a witness to o ¥ Edzp 3
Godds love for all creation. Ky e Y

2 =
Envelopes for your One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be : i 7‘
available in the pews in the sanctuary and in the church office o ¢

throughout March and April. @



Ash Wednesday
Vesper Service
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Wednesday, February18
at 6:00 p.m.

Start your Lenten season with this
special worship experience led by
Pastor Sarah. This service is an
opportunity to get focused as we begin
our journey through Lent together.

Holy Communion will  be served
during worship on Sunday, February 22
and on Palm Sunday , March 2 9, 201 5.
Please plan to joinus forth ese service s.
Come worship, participate, commune
and rejoice in the divine majesty of
Christ, whose glory shone even when
confronted with the cross.

If you would Ilike to receive
communion at home because you are
unable to attend church for health
reasons, or you know of someone in our
congregation who would like to receive,
please inform Pastor Sarah or any of
our Elders and Deacons. We have been
blessed with a new home communion
set thanks to Jam es White and so are
able to send multiple visitation teams at

a time. Our hope is to be able to bring
communion to you as soon as possible
after we commune together in our
Sunday worship.

Lectzonmy

Pastor Sarah will be following the Narrative
Lectionary. The following readings will be
used in worship on the given Sunday. Please
consider reading these texts in preparation for
Sunday morning worship.

February 15 1 Transfiguration
Matthew 16:24 --17:8
(Psalm 41:7 -10)

February 18 1 Ash Wednesday
Who Is the Greatest?
Matthew 18:1 -9

(Psalm 146:7c -10o0r51:1 -3)

February 22 1 First Sunday in Lent
Forgiveness
Matthew 18:15 -35 (Psalm 32:1 -2)

March 1 1 Second Sunday in Lent
Laborers in the Vineyard
Matthew 20:1 -16 (Psalm 16:5 -8)

March 8 1 Third Sunday in Lent ~ Wedding
Banquet
Matthew 22:1 -14 (Psalm 45:6 -7)

March 15 1 Fourth Sunday in Lent
Bridesmaids (or Talents)
Matthew 25:1 -13 Matt 25:14 -30, (Psalm
43:3 -4)
March 22 1 Fifth Sunday in Lent

Last Judgment
Matthew 25:31 -46 (Psalm 98:7 -9)

March 29 i Palm Sunday
Triumphal Entry
Matthew 21:1 -13 (Psalm 118:26 -29)

April 2 T Maundy Thursday
Words of Institution
Matthew 26:17 -30
(Psalm 116:12 -15)

April 3 T Good Friday
Crucifixion
Matthew 27:27 -61
(Psalm 22:1 -2,[14 -18])




Scottish Festival

0 MOSES6 BUS TRIP

May 2 and 3, 2015
Mark your calendars for a

weekend of al | things Scottish!

Saturday from 10:00 -4:00 there will
be fun programs where you can
participate instead of just watching,
including Scottish Country Dancing,
Celtic Harp, Kilt making demonstrations,
Scottish history and even have a chance

to hear about C eltic singer, Charlie
Zahmdés musi cal
luncheon available, Celtic merchandise

for sale and raffle items including a quilt
made by the wonderful ladies of the
church, his and hers wood burned
Scottish  walking sticks made and
donated b y Joyce Smith and Scottish
dolls.

Saturday evening at
7:30 there will be a
concert by Charlie
Zahm, the most
popular Celtic singer
east of the Mississippi!
Sunday at 10:30 A

Tartan worship service with a Scottish
tea to follow.
| 6 rheéd volunteers when we get closer
to the event.

Yours Aye,
Sally Elliott Scrimshaw

journey.

speci al KirKki

Delhi First Presbyterian Church is
sponsoring a bus trip to Sight and Sound
show

Moses

Saturday, April 11, 2015 a bus will be
leaving the Delhi First Pres parking lot at
6:15 am to head t o Lancaster PA for
lunch at Hershey Farms Restaurant and a
show at Sight and Sound Millennium
Théu®elineStravburh.! be a

The cost of the trip is $155 per person
and includes a bag breakfast on the bus,
buffet lunch at Hershey Farms and the
MOSES show at Sight and Sound
Theatre. There will be a dinner stop on

the way home that is not included in the
price.

To make reservations fill out a form in

the church office or from the January
Courier and return to the church office,
attention Susie Little or call Susie L ittle
at 746 -2536 after 6 pm. $55 is due with
reservation and the remaining $100 is
du€ 8y MarBhe 1, 2015. Please make
checks payable to Delhi FPC.

Returnable
Bottles & cans

Dond6ét forget to drop
bottles and cans off at the church in the
new narthex. The Youth Group really
appreciates all your he Ip in their
fundraising efforts towards mission.

If you recently had a change in your
address, email address or phone

numbers or if your birthday is missing
from the list of names on the birthday
list, please contact the church office at
e -mail

607 -746 -2155 or
office@fpcdelhi.org . Thank you!
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Church Chowder Cook Off

Tired of the winter cold? Want something hot to warm your belly?
Need a reason to get out of the house and beat the winter cabin fever?
Come on down to the Church Chowder Cook Off and
try some great different chowders and vote for your favorite one!!!

Church Chowder Cook Off

March 1st after church

Do you have a great chowder recipe? Enter the Church Chowder Cook Off and win

a $25 Price Chopper gift Card!!! The Fellowship Committee is looking for 8 to 10
people who want to share their chowder (whatever kind of chowder you make)
with the congregation. We will put the recipes together and everyone is invited to
come sample each entry and vote for the one you like best. Biscuits and Hot Fudge
Sundaes will be provided by the Fellowship Committee. Fill out the fo  rm below
and give to Susie Little or the Church Office by February 22 to enter the cook

off!!

-

Name

Kind of Chowder

Please attach y our recipe and return this form to Susie or the Church Office!




Sunday School meets every
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
Please feel free to bring a
friend!

THINK»2,.
AN
SUMMER!!!

CHI LDREN?-S

Mark your calendars!
Sunday, June 7 ™

Summer Camps

Information on
summer camps
arrives in  the
office regularly in
the spri_ng. If you C'gm":
would like to see

the brochures,

please check with Barbara
Thompson, Nichole Newbold,
Gia Cantwell, Sarah Philion or
Nancy Althaus.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Mark yo ur calendar for
summer fun and adventure
during Vacation Bible School to
be held at First Presbyterian

Church July 19 1 23, 2015.
Watch for more information in
upcoming Couriers.

-

Presbyterianism 101 What Does It
All Mean Anyway?

Join Pastor Sarah in a se ries of five classes on what
it means to be a Presbyterian. We will be having
discussions, watching videos from Theocademy, and
learning about this denomination we belong to. This
class is perfect for people considering membership in
our church, those who are already members, or for
folks who would just like to learn more about our
denomination.

Classes will be Monday nights at 6:30 pm, February

23 & March 2, 9, 16 & 23.

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Please join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the
library for adult fellowship and Bible study. Coffee is
available in the office!

DAY ° SPARKS» GROUP

*SPARKS SCHEDULE CHANGE*

The Wo menos SPARKS (Study,
Reflection, Koinonia) group will meet each
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am at Crossroads
Café. The group discusses the Wednesday devotional
from the Upper Room. If you need a copy, please
stop by the church office. (They are located in the
rack outside the office door.)

New members and friends are welcomed at any
time. This is a great way to start yo ur day, grow in
your faith, share in fellowship and nurture one
another through prayer! Please see Nancy Althaus in

the church office if you have questions or simply join

us next Wednesday morning!

Submitted by Nancy Althaus

Upper Room Devotionals

The devotionals for March and April are now
available in the Narthex and on the information rack
outside the church office. If you 0\
wish to contribute to defray the StUdy>'
cost, co ntributions may be left in God’s Word™ &
the church office or in the wooden
box in the narthex.




Choir tjjij‘
MUSIC IN

News MINISTRY
Chancel  Choir continues  regular

rehearsals each Sunday afternoon at
12:00 pm. The Chancel Choir is always
happy to welcome new members. If you
would like to join the choir, please feel
free to come to choir practice next
Sunday!

A Pealing Sound rehearsals continue at
5:30 pm each Wednesday evening in the
Sanctuary. New members are always
welcomel!

Help the Youth
Group - Sign Up for
iGive.com

Child -care Room
February
15 7 Nichole Newbold
22 1
March

171 Gia Cantwell

8 I Liz Arehart

15 7 Barb Thompson
22 1 Darius Newbold
29 17

There is a list of who will be providing
care each week posted on the Nursery
door. Child ca re is provided from after
the children's sermon until the end of
worship most Sundays. Please sign up on
the list posted on the child -care room
door if you feel called to serve in this
way.

Join Us for Senior
Meals

(Anyone 60 years of age or older can
participate, including younger spouses.)

CALL (607) 746 -2250 for Reservations
Lunch served Monday o Friday
11:30 a.m. 98 12:15 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
Conference Room

You dondt have to go
weather gets bad! Do your Shopping
Online and earn $$ for our Youth Group!
You also Save Gas & Time!
There are now over 1500 websites to
choose from!
|l tés safe, private
Just go to our Link:

http://lwww.iGive.com/1stPresDelhiNY

It Does Not Cost You or Our Church

Anything! And with Many Special Deals it

May Cost You Less!

Join today following the directions on the
link (ask Nancy at the Church Office if
you need h elp) and earn up to 26% of

your purchases for the Youth
Group. To date $304.83 has been
earned to help them in their Mission
Work.

Enlightening Views of
Autism Now

Pancake Breakfast

to benefit

EVAN

April 18th, 2015
8am-12pm
Delhi Fire Department

Cost: S5 per person (kids 3 years old and under
are free)

For more information call (607) 746-2191

and



HIGHLIGHTS FROM
JANUARY & FEBRUARY
SESSION MEETINGS:

7 Continued our devotional study of the book:
Pur sui ng ibbodether W

1 Received update on the Scottish Festival May 2,
2015

1 Set tentative date for the joint meeting of Session,
Deacons and Trustees on Wednesday, April 15th at
6:00 pm

120 members moved from the Active to Inactive
member list.

9 Moved to make a don ation of $25 from the Session
to the Memorial Fund in the name of Barbara
Kiviranna

1 Approved the 2015 budget

T Met with a member of the Human Services
Committee to clarify guidelines

1 Made a motion to keep our investment restrictions
as they are currently set , but removing birth
control companies as one of the restrictions

1 Ash Wednesday Service: February 18th at 6 pm
1 Maundy Thursday Service: April 2nd at 7 pm
1 Easter Sunrise Service: April 5th at 7 am

1 There are still some seats available for the Sight &

Soundtrip to see fAMosesO on

1 Chowder Cook -off March 1st after worship service

1 Agreed to invite the Ethiopian Partnership team for
worship in the near future

7 Discussed Flats Cemetery Committee members:
Susie Little will be the Elder on the committee. O
Trustee and one member  -at-large are needed.

fDi scussed t he Pastoros
motion from the congregation. It was agreed that
the congregation should have further clarification of
the figures in the Terms. An informal meeting of
the congrega tion will be called at a later date so all
can discuss openly and understand the terms so
informed decisions can be made in the future.

1 The next meeting will be held on Wednesday March
4th at 6:30 pm

Ap
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Ter

INDULGE FOR
LENT?

Rather than sacrificing
something for Lent o}
especially something easy and
spiritually insignificant, such
as chocolate & Patty Kirk, in
Guideposts magazine,
suggests finding new ways to
i ndul ge i n Godods

Surely one can do this by
having extra devotions or
attending  Lenten  worshi p
services. But Kirk offers these
ideas:

A Spend
sensing

time outdoors,
Godds magni

A Spend time with others,

I iektendind t Benerosity  and
compassion. Re me mbe
promise that when you care
for others, you care for him
(Matthew 25:31  -46).

A Pray for
things, 0 coming
childlike trust and feeling
m sPeace. f Cal | and t
A Watch attentively for
Godbs answers to
receive them as reminders of

his presence.

A Turn anxiety into
prayer. As you frame concerns
as prayers and entrust th

t o God, you
tendency to wallow in worry.

t he i
bef

h €

P |

em
Afsacr




NOTES FROM THE NOTES FROM THE
JANUARY 21 FIN ANCIAL
TRUSTEES SECRETARY
MEETING
If you would like a statement of your
1 The Annual Financial Statement giving for 2014 , please feel free to
was reviewed. contact our Financial Secretary, Gia
1 Apportionment was again Cantwell by calling her home phone
addressed. (746 - 3611). Leave a message
1 Will schedule Smith Barney for if there is no answer and she
yearly investment review in April. will return your call.
1 Cap on Manse chimney waiting for

If you have not already turned in your

spring. .
- . . pledge card and time and talent surveys
1 :;%c::sgsgg.church insurance will be for 2015, please prayerfully consider
your stewardship for 2015 and turn
these in as soon as possible. You may
APPORTIONMENT send or bring them to the church office
or place them in the offering pl ate.
0 The Per Capita amount Thank You!
‘A‘h\ for 2015 has been set at
Adda $31.81 per member. Per LENTEN LIVING

Capita apportionment is based on
membership as of December 31, 2013.
Our apportionme nt is based on 213
members giving a total of $6,775.53.
The money is paid by our church to cover
our share of basic operation costs of our
Presbytery, Synod, and General

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February

18 this year. Christians have observed

this season of the church year since the
fourth century. Il tdés tra
reflection, penitence and  spiritual

renewal before Easter.

Assembly. Each member is invited to During Lent, some Christians give up
contribute $31.81 to help pay this something that hinders their relationship
obligation. with God. Others do something extra for

their spiritual growth or make a special
sacrifice. The key is to make Lent a

Annual Reports memorable season of sincere spiritual
growth 0 a time tha t can set the tone
Annual Reports are available in the for the rest of the year.

church office and contain the 2014 year -

end treasurerd6s reports as
from all the committees of the church.

Please stop by and pick one up if you did

not get one earlier.




WOMEN

Holiday Bazaar

q PRESBYTERIAN

Mark Your
Calendar!

Another Holiday Bazaar is being planned for
Saturday, November 7th, 2015.

Betty Bell and Nancy Thomson are serving as co -
chairs and they working on naming chair s and
co-chairs for each booth. The plans are to have

the same booths as the last bazaar.

Hope all of you crafters are working on projects -
remember Betty Bell always has lots of yarn to
offer knitters and crocheters.

If anyone has any ideas on how to mak e this
bazaar the best yet please let Betty or Nancy
know. More information will be available in future
Couriers.

Sewing Fellowship

Sewing Fellowship will meet in the Red Room on
Thursday, February 19 and Thursday, March 5
and March 19 at 6:00 p.m.

We ha ve several ongoing projects such as
CWS School Bags, Christmas stockings to
sew and cut for the PW mission,
pillowcases and crocheting or knitting hats

.//_/;l’

and baby blankets for Albany Med. You -z

may choose to work on these projects,
projects for the bazaar or b ring your own project
ideas and supplies.

Even if you do not sew, please join us! If you
know of anyone who might be interested, please
pass the word. All are welcome to join us in
fellowship & mission.

-
)

P OfW E

Your Help is
needed!
Do you enjoy Coffee Hour

Fellowship following worship? Do
the chancel flowers enhance your
wor ship
miss the opportunity to be
blessed and bless others by
helping with these ministries!
Sign up today on the posters in
Fellowship Hall or give the
church officeac all.

Human
Services
Committee

The Human Services Committee
was formed with money left
from the Estate of Leona
McDowell. According to the will,
money is to be used to help First
Presbyterian Church Members
who are in need.
The definition s f
varied. In the past, the items on
the following list have been
covered.
1 Medical bills
1 Fuel Bills
1 Transportation costs
(funerals, hospital stays,
medical treatment)
1 Electric bills
9 Nursing home costs
9 Funeral costs
1 General expenses after
illness or acci dent
1 Dental bills
f Rent
This committee is asking that
everyone keep other members
in their hearts and prayers. If
you see someone in need,
please call the church office.

experience?

1]



THANK YOU !

| just received the news that the water project
many of you helped f  und for my 21 *' birthday is
completed and | am excited to share this great
news with you and say thank you once again

for supporting clean water for everyone!

Thanks to you, this community in
Bahunpandhara, Nepal now has access to clean
and safe drinking water. They've also been
trained by Charity Waterds
safe hygiene practices and basic maintenance
of their water project. Each family using the
new water source contributed toward the
project's construction -- a small fee, but one that he Ips instill a sense of personal
ownership for the project. Each family will continue to pay a small amount to use the

water; the community will save this money for any necessary maintenance and repairs.

This community is serious about keeping their project safe, clean and functioning for
years to come. They built a fence on their own initiative, to prevent animals from
contaminating the area and to show

ownership of their new water source. This

gravity fed system was able to provide

many stands with running water in this

community. This decreases the distance

women and children are required to walk in

order to have access to clean safe drinking

water.

Thank you for making a difference in my
life and in the lives of others!

Love,
Bethany (Althaus)
Habit at for FOOD BANK
Humanity is in need MISSION REM INDER!

of volunteers!

Areas of help most needed include
providing food, painting, spackling,
electrical, plumbing, etc. Please sign up
on the sheets in the
narthex, fellowship
hall or outside the
church office.

Help us fill the food box each week and
help our friends and neighbors in need.

Cash donations may be placed in the
offering plate (clearly marked) or left in

the church office. Please make checks
payable to the First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi. Thank you for your continued
support of this important mission.




