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On September 27th our congregation has the privilege of walking as a team in the Out of 

the Darkness Walk at the college. This walk is one of hundreds across the country that are 

sponsored by the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. You might be wondering why 

we as a Church need to form a team for an event like this, especially an event that is being 

held on a Sunday morning. You might be thinking that this is not Church business, this is a 

public health issue. Wel l, you would be wrong in thinking these things, because suicide and 

depression have everything to do with us has human beings and everything to do with 

church.  

Currently, suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the United States and the fourth 

leadin g cause for adults between age 15 and 64. And 25 million Americans suffer from 

depression each year. And if you do not suffer from depression yourself, odds are you are 

related to or know of someone who does.  

As Christians, we are called to care and love our neighbors who are suffering, even if that 

suffering is internal. Even more so are we to witness publicly to the God who sees all of us 

and cares for all of our wellbeing. In Genesis, Hagar runs away into the desert, because she 

is ashamed, afraid, and would rather die in the wilderness than face the terror of her home. 

It is there in the desert that God speaks to her through messengers, and she names the 

Lord ñEl Roiò, ñGod who seesò because God saw her in her despair and gave her hope and 

purpose.  

We as the church are called to be the messengers of God for those who feel they are not 

being seen. We are the ones who are called to say, ñWe see you and God sees youò to those 

in our midst who are suffering from depression. To know that you are not alone, t hat 

someone sees you, brings more hope and promise that most anything can. And joining in 

this community walk is one small step that we can take in that witness.  

Please consider joining our team as a walker, and if you canôt walk, as a donor. And if you 

or someone you know are suffering from depression and are contemplating suicide, please 

contact the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (1 -800 -237 -8255), your local hospital, or a 

trusted person who can get you to a hospital. You are important. You are bl essed. You are 

loved.  

 

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Sarah  

 
http://afsp.donordrive.com/team/FirstPres  

http://afsp.donordrive.com/team/FirstPres
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201 5 Peace & 

Global Witness  

Offering  

Mission Emphasis  

 

This September we at First Presbyterian are participating in the ñPeace & Global Witnessò 
Special Offering of the PC(USA). This offering is collected through World Communion 

Sunday (October 4, 2015), and supports efforts to inspire, equip, and connect Presbyterians 
engaging in ministries of reconciliation and peace that respond to cultures of violence, 

including our own. 25% of the  offering stays with  our local congregation, to be used in  the 
best way we can to be a witness to peace in the community of Delhi or to the world. The 

remainder of the offering is used by the denomination to support ministries of peace and 
reconciliation. Offering envelopes are available in the pews and throughout the church or 

you may contact the church office.  
 

ñThe day the power of love overrules the love of power, the world will know peace.ò  

                                                                                             ɶMahatma Gandhi 
 

Delhi CROP Hunger Walk  

Sunday, October 18, 2015  

 

Meet at United Ministry Church, 46 Church St., Delhi 
 

 
               Registration: 1:30 P.M.        Walk: 2:00 P.M. 
  

 

The mission committee will be acting as the church contact for 

this year's Crop Walk. We need both walkers and supporters. 

Contact the church office if you have any questions or wish to 

be a sponsor.  
 

¶ Sign-up forms are available at coffee hour and in the church office to walk or to be a 

sponsor.  

¶ Walk route is 6 miles with a 1 mile loop for people who need a shorter distance. A 

patrol car is available for anyone who needs a ride back to the church.  

¶ Walkers  bring a vegetable for the soup which is served when they return, bread and 

drinks are provided, pets and strollers, college students and runners are welcome.  

¶ Crop Hunger Walk materials are available at the church.  

¶ The 25% local grant from the CROP Hunger Walk supports the Delaware County Food 

Bank.  

http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/site/PageServer?pagename=crop_main


 

 

Wonderful News 

From Ethiopia!  

 

To Our Fellow Friends of Ethiopia:  

 

Greetings! You are receiving this email 

because you have contributed to our 

Presbytery's support of Western Wollega 

Bethel Synod, its mission for Christ, and 

specifically its work to bring high quality 

Christian education to students in Dembi 

Dollo, Ethiopia.  

 

We recently received word from the 

director of Bethel Evangelical Secondary 

School (BESS) that the latest class to 

gra duate received very high marks on its 

government exams. These exams 

determine if and where students may go 

to university. The highest mark in the 

nearest government school (Dembi Dollo) 

was 350 out of 700 points. ("Passing" is 

310 points.) The  lowest  score  by a BESS 

graduating student was 415 out of 700. 

These higher marks mean better 

opportunities for university and 

employment.  

 

It is because of your donations that these 

students have a bright future, though 

they come from an impoverished region of 

Ethiopi a. We thank God for your support, 

and we know that the students at BESS 

are praying for us daily. May God bless 

you richly for your generosity!  

 

In Christ with You,  

The Ethiopian Partnership Team of the 

Susquehanna Valley Presbytery  
 

Spare Change 

for Mission!  

 

The ñLeast Coin/Mile of Penniesò jar needs 
your help! Please look around for all those 

coins that are weighing you down and 

bring your coins in to the ñLeast Coin/Mile 
of Penniesò jar in the narthex. These coins 

will help lighten someone elseôs load! The 
money collected from this jar goes toward 

the ñFellowship of the Least Coinò 
supporting our extra -mile mission giving 

with our brothers and sisters around the 
globe. Please see the pamphlet in the 

narthex or stop by the church office if you 
want t o know more about this offering.  

 

FOOD BANK 

MISSION 

REMINDER!  

 

Help us fill the food box each week and 
help our friends and neighbors in need. In 

addition, cash donations may be placed in 
the offering plate (mark food bank in the 

memo) or left in the church office. Please 
make checks payable to First Presbyterian 

Church. Thank you for your continued 

support of this important mission.  

 

 

DONõT FORGET!!  

Returnable Bottle & Can 

Collection  

 benefits the  

Youth Group  

Mission Work   

Please drop returnable bottles & cans off in 

the new Narthex  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT ! 

 
 



 

Presbyterian  Women 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

ºHOLIDAY BAZAAR» 
Saturday, November 7th, 2015  

9:00am -  2:00pm  
 

Hope  everyone is working on crafts and plants! White Elephant 

items may NOW be left downstairs in the Social Room - off to 

the side of Fellowship Hall. There will be tables set up there to 

use. Please separate Books and leave them upstairs in the Blue 

Room. Rem ember we want just good, clean stuff --        NO 

JUNK, COMPUTERS OR CLOTHING!  If you have a question 

about where to put items, please contact the church office or 

the White Elephant chairs. We ask that you bring White 

Elephant items no later than Sunday Oc t. 25 th -   the sooner the 

better! Bringing items early will be very helpful to the 

Committee!  

Jewelry may be left in the church office in the basket provided.  

 

Once again the Booth chairs and co -chairs are:                                                                      
Luncheon -  Bonnie Fleming & Kathy Sullivan                                                                    

Bake Sale -  Barb Leo                                                                            
Books & Plants -  Linda Dewitt                                                                            

Jewelry -  Toni Weaver                                                                            
Knitting, Crochet & Crafts -  Renee Maxwell & Toni Jetter                                                   

Christmas -  Linda Burr, Vicki Noble & Donna Burgin                                                     

Silent Auction -  Donna Torma                                                           
Childrenôs- Karen LaFever                                                                  

White Elephant -  Margie Hume & Helen Rosa  
 

If any of these people ask for your help we hope you will gladly 

say yes or you may contact them to volunteer.  

Friday, November 6 st  is  set up day. Betty and Nancy will be a t 

the church in the afternoon and evening to assist. Please price 

your items for the Knit, Crochet & Crafts booth and bring on 

Friday. Bake Sale items may be brought in anytime after 7:00 

am on Saturday as Betty and Nancy will be there.  
 

THANK YOU!    Bett y Bell & Nancy Thomson, co -organizers  
 

Thursday 

Sewing 

Fellowship  
 

 
 

 

The Thursday Sewing 

Fellowship will meet 
September 17, 

October 1 and October 
15 at 6:00 p.m. Come 

join us in working on 
mission projects, 

projects for the bazaar 
or your own projects. 

If you have any 
questions please 

contact Nancy Althaus 
in the church office. 

We will meet in the 
Red Room. Please join 
us and bring a friend. 

All are welcome.  
  

 
The next meeting of 
the PW coordinating 

team will be held on 

Monday, November 
30 at 7:00 p.m. at 

the church during the 
care package 

assembly. (Watch for 
more on the care 

package project in 
the next newsletter.)  
 

 
 



 

2015 CHRISTMAS  

STOCKING MISSION 
 

 

Before we know it, the December Christmas stocking collection 

for mission projects will be here!  

We hope everyone is filling their stockings. If you have 

misplaced your stocking or have questions about this mission, 

please contact the church office.  

όόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόόό 
 

 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to the 

Birthday Offering in May and June. We 
received $417.00 towards this mission 

project.  
 

 
 

ONGOING MISSION 
 

  

A recent delivery was made to Albany Medical 

with the efforts of many of our sewers, knitters 

and crocheters. Pastor Sarah delivered 257 

baby hats, 11 baby blankets, 10 children ôs 

pillowcases and 1 prayer shawl on August 25, 

2015. Keep up the good work!  

This is an ongoing mission project for our 

church. Completed items may be left on the 

shelf in the hospitality room. If you need a copy 

of the guidelines or a pattern, please see  Nancy 

in the church office.  

 

Blessings or burdens?  
 

Interruptions can be viewed as sources of irritation or 
opportunities for service, as moments lost or experience 

gained, as time wasted or horizons widened. They can annoy 
us or enrich us, get under our skin or give us a shot in the 

arm, monopolize our min utes or spice our schedules ð 
depending on our attitude toward them.  
 

ðWilliam Arthur Ward  
 

Signs of joy  
1. Eagerly greeting 
each new day as a 

generous gift from 
God.  

2. Frequent 

expressions of 
gratitude for the 

blessings and 
challenges which come 
through out each day.  

3. Finding delight in 
everyday occurrences: 

things said by a small 
child, a cat playing 

with a ball of string, a 

dog trying to figure out 
what youôre doing, a 

funny story in the 
newspaper, a joke told 

by a friend, etc.  

4. Discovering the 
tast e of a familiar 

vegetable prepared in 
a new way.  

5. Visiting with a dear 
friend or family 

member instead of 

letting television 
create the dialogue or 

interrupt good 
fellowship.  

6. Eagerly looking 

forward to the next 
Sunday when you can 

join the family of G od 
at worship.  

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Join us for worship and a 

celebration of World Communion 
on  

October 4 th at 10:30 a.m.  
 
 

DEVOTIONAL AVAILABLE  
 

The Upper Room Devotionals  for 

September and October are now 
avai lable on the information racks in  

the Memorial Hospitality Room , on the 

table in the Narthex  and outside the 
church office. These are available in 

both large print as well as a small 
ñpocketò edition. Be sure to pick yours 

up today! If you wish to make a 
contribution to defray the cost, there 

is a wooden box in the Narthex  or 
contributions may be left in the church 

office.  
 
 

CHILDREN½S WORSHIP BAGS  

Puzzles, small toys, coloring and 

drawing materials are located in the  
hospitality room on the shelves. 

Children are welcome to select a bag 
with items of their choosing to use 

during worship. Childrenôs Bulletins 
are also available. You may return the 

materials to the shelves at the 
conclusion of the service or simply 

leave  the bag in the pew.  

 

 ºSPARKS» GROUP 
Submitted by Nancy Althaus 

 

The Womenôs SPARKS (Study, Prayer, Action, 
Reflection, Koinonia) group continues to  meet 

Wednesday mornings  at 7:30 am at 
Crossroads Café. All are welcome. The 

current study is on the Fruits  of the Spirit.  If 
you would like a  copy, please see Nancy in 

the church office.  
New members and friends are welcomed at 

any time.  Please see Nancy Althaus or Bea 
Mooney if you have questions or simply join 

us next week! This is a great way to start your  

day, grow in your faith, share in fellowship 
and nurture one another through prayer!  

 

Self -help  or other -help  
 

Self -help author Karen Salmansohn writes:   
 

ñYou gotta look for the good in the 

bad,   
the happy in your sad,   

the gain in your pain,   
and what makes you grateful, not 

hateful.ò 
 

As Resurrection people, we do ñlook for the 
good in the badò ð the life God raises out of 

death, the hope Christ offers beyond despair. 
But even faithful Christians canôt expect to 

always find happy in the sad. Neither is  our 
highest purpose in self -help, but in other -help 

ð serving others as Jesus did.  

  
Earthly happiness is temporary and 

circumstantial, but we find joy amid pain as 
the Holy Spirit reassures us that God is 

greater than this broken world. And practicing 
gr atefulness is surely uplifting ð for 
ourselves and others.   
 

 



 

 

WANTED 

 
Church Organist / Accompanist Wanted  

Wanted: Church Organist / Accompanist for 

primarily Sunday morning worship and choir 

rehearsals. Position works with an accomplished 

Choir Director and an enthusiastic Choir. We are 

looking for a willing accompanist for mostly 

traditional music (but with an expanding 

repertoire).  

Full time position open, but could share a Part Time 

position.  

Please respond by e -mail with re sume or 

qualifications to: office@fpcdelhi.org  

or call Church office for more information 607 -746 -

2155.  

Required experience:   

Church Organist Experience Preferred: 1 year  

 

 

 

 
 

Choir News  
 

Welcome back, Chancel Choir!  

Regular rehearsals will begin 

Sunday, September 20th at 

12:00 pm. The Chancel Choir is 

always happy to welcome new 

members. If you would like to 

join the choir, please feel free to 

come to choir practice each 

Sunday at 12:00 pm. following 

coffee hour fell owship.  
 

Chapel Choir and Rainbow Bells 

ï rehearse during the Sunday 

School time in the chapel each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  
 

 

A Pealing Sound Handbell 

Choir  -  rehearsal for Fall worship 

services are under way.  

 

Anyone 9th grade and older is 

welcome. The group will be 

rehearsing in the church 

Sanctuary each Wednesday from 

5:30 ï 6:30  p.m.   

Please contact Bea Mooney at  

607 -829 -5507 or  

moonbeam413@gmail.com 

if interested OR just show up!  

Come join us! Bring a friend!  

 

mailto:moonbeam413@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

Consider reading the 
lectionary texts as part of 

your own devotions and in 

preparation for Sunday 
worship.  
 

 

September 20, 2015  

17 th  Sunday after Pentecost  

Proverbs 31:10 ï31  

Psalm 1  

James 3:13 ï4:3, 7 ï8a  

Mark 9:30 ï37  

Jeremiah 11:18 ï20  

Psalm 54  

 
September 27, 2015  

18 th  Sunday after Pentecost  

Esther 7:1 ï6, 9 ï10;  

9:20 ï22  

Psalm 124  

James 5:13 ï20  

Mark 9:38 ï50  

Numbers 11:4 ï6, 10 ï16,  

24 ï29  

Psalm 19:7 ï14  

 
October 4, 2015  

19 th  Sunday after Pentecost  

World Communion Sunday  

Job 1:1; 2:1 - 10  

Psalm 26 or Psalm 25  

Hebrews 1:1 - 4; 2:5 - 12  

Mark 10: 2 - 16  

 
October 11, 2015  

20th Sunday after Pentecost  

Job 23:1 - 9, 16 - 17  

Psalm 22:1 - 15  

Hebrews 4:12 - 16  

Mark 10:17 - 31  

 

 

October 12, 2015  
Thanksgiving (Canada)  

Joel 2: 21 - 17  

Psalm 126  

1 Timothy 2:1 - 7  

Matthew 6:25 - 33  

 

October 18, 2015  
21 st  Sunday after Pentecost  

Job 38:1 - 7 (34 - 41)  

Psalm 104:1 - 9, 24, 35c  

Hebrews 5:1 - 10  

Mark 10:35 - 45  

 

October 25, 2015  
22 nd  Sunday after Pentecost  

Job 42:1 - 6, 10 - 17  

Psalm 34:1 - 8 (19 - 22) 

Hebrews 7:23 - 28  

Mark 10:46 - 52  

 

November 1, 2015  
Long - Time Member 

Recognition  

All Saints Day  

Isaiah 25:6 - 9  

Psalm 24  

Revelation 21:1 - 6a  

John 11:32 - 44  

 

23 rd  Sunday after Pentecost  

Ruth 1:1 - 18  

Psalm 146   

Hebrews 9:11 - 14  

Mark 12:28 - 34  
 

 

 
 

 

The following readings  
from the Narrative 

Lectionary  will be used in 

worship on the given 
Sunday.   

Please consider reading these 

texts in preparation for  
Sunday morning worship.  

 
 

September 20, 2015  

Isaac Born to Sarah  

17 th  Sunday after Pentecost  

Genesis 18:1 - 15; 21:1 - 7  

(Mark 10:27)  

 

September 27, 2015  

Jacob Wrestles God  

18 th  Sunday after Pentecost  

Genesis 32:22 - 30  

(Mark 14:32 - 36)  
 

October 4, 2015  

Moses and Godôs Name 

19th Sunday after  Pentecost  

Exodus 1:8 - 14 [15 ð2:10]; 

3:1 - 15  

 (Mark 12:26 - 27a)  

 

October 11, 2015  

Hear O Israel  

20 th  Sunday after Pentecost  

Deuteronomy 5:1 -21; 6:4 -9  

 (Mark 12:28 -31)  

 

October 18  

Ruth  

21 st  Sunday after Pentecost  

Ruth 1:1 - 17  

 (Mark 3:33 - 35)  

 

October 25  

David Anointed King  

22 nd  Sunday after Pentecost  

2 Samuel 5:1 - 5; 6:1 - 5; 

Psalm 150  

 (Mark 11:8 - 10)  

 

November 1  

Kingdom Divided  

23 rd  Sunday after Pentecost  

1 Kings 12:1 - 17, 25 - 29  

 (Mark 10:42 - 45)  

 
 

 



 

Help the Youth Mission 
Work  

Sign Up for iGive.com  

Do your early Holiday Shopping online and earn $$ 

for our Youth Group! You also save gas & time! 

There are now over 1600 websites to from Amazon 

to Zumba to choose from.  Itôs safe, private and 

very easy.  Just go to our Link:  

http:// www.iGive.com/1stPresDelhiNY  

It does not cost you or our church anything! And 

with many special deals it  

may cost you less! Join today following the 

directions on the link (ask Nancy at the  

Church Office if you need help) and earn up to 26% 

of your purchas es for the Youth  

Group. To date $310.38 has been earned to help 

our youth in their Mission Work.  
 

APPORTIONMENT                          
                        

 

The Per Capita amount for 

2015  has been set at $31.81 

per member. Per Capita 

apportionment is based on 

membership as of December 

31, 2013. Our apportionment 

is based on 213 members 

giving a total of $6,775.53. The 

money is paid by our church to 

cover our share of basic 

operation costs of our 

Presbytery, Synod, and 

Genera l Assembly. Each 

member  is invited to contribute 

$31.81 to help pay this 

obligation.  
 

 

  

 

 

 

NOW and THEN 
-  news from the Christian Ed and Archive Committees  

 

NOW -  Over 40 children attended Vacation Bible School. Thank you to all of the volunteers 

and community members that made this a special week in the lives of our children! The 

$130 raised by the VBS children was used to purchase animals for Heifer International. 

Our congregation  provided an additional $130 shock was used to purchase 1 goat, 1 pig, 

2 honeybee hives, and 3 flocks of chicks. And these life giving gifts, have been blessed 

yet again with a matching donation by an anonymous donor providing a total gift to Heifer 

Intern ational of $720.  

 

An all ages Sunday school class "Building Faith Brick by Brick" begins on  September 13th . 

If you have an interest in helping children build their faith, you can make a difference in 

their lives f or a small commitment of time ( 2 Sunday's).  Try it and you may find yourself 

learning and enjo ying something new too!   A sign -up sheet is located outside the Red 

Room classroom. Contact members of the Christian Ed committee for more information.  

 

THEN -  The Archive Committee is looking for members who  enjoy preserving, sharing, and 

experiencing our rich history. Exciting ideas that have been suggested include hosting a 

Descendantôs Day, Flats Cemetery tour, historical movie night and more! Contact Barb 

Thompson at 829 -6005 for information about this  exciting group!  
 

 

 

 



 

 
A Minute   for History  

 

 

View a glimpse of the membership, structure, financial status, and order of 

worship from 1957. How many choirs or clubs can you count?  

Ask some of our older members about what they remember about church life 

then.  

The complete document may also be viewed on our website: 

www.fpcdelhi.org  

 
 

 

http://www.fpcdelhi.org/

