
 

First Presbyterian Church 
September 2, 2018                                                                  9:30 a.m. 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
                  

“Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”    2 Timothy 2:3 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

  Prelude                                      

  Welcome and Church Life Notes 

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 46) 
 

One: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore 
we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into 
the heart of the sea. 

All: Come and see what the Lord has done, the desolations he has brought 
on the earth. He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. 

One: He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

All: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

*Hymn  “Onward, Christian Soldiers” (vs. 1, 3 & 4)   All Time, Best Loved pg. 27                      

*Call to Confession  

*Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too 
deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can 
no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. 
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which 
we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your 
likeness and image, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 

 (A moment for silent personal prayer of confession) 

*Assurance of Pardon                                                           

One: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
lovingkindness. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor 
rewarded us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who’ fear 
Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our 
transgressions from us. In Christ we are forgiven. 

All: Thanks and glory be to God. Amen. 
 

*Choral Response                      “Glory to God”                                          #582  

*Passing of the Peace  

One: Jesus has spoken peace; to those who are near and those who are far 
away. Let us be peacemakers together in Christ. The peace of the Lord 
be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

Time for Small Disciples                                             Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays 
 

 

 

*Prayer for Illumination 

Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept you Word. Silence in us any voices 
but your own, so that we may hear your Word and also do it; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Romans 4:23 - 5:5                                              (page 155 NT in the pew Bible) 

 Romans 8:31 - 39                                               (page 158 NT in the pew Bible) 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
           People: Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn                                      “In the Garden”        All Time, Best Loved pg. 23                            

 Sermon                           “The Tie That Binds”          Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays 

*Hymn                      “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” (verses1, 3 & 5)               #306 

  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

*Affirmation of Faith  

Holy God, we believe that with each step we take, you will be our guide. 
For each load we bear, we believe that you will be our strength, O God of 
life. Jesus Christ, we believe that for each mountain we face, you will be 
our power. For each river that might impede us on the way, you O Lord, 
will be our safety. Holy Spirit, we believe that for each place where we 
might rest, you will be our peace, O Spirit of life. For each sunrise and 
sunset, you will be our joy: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 



Presentation of Gifts and Offerings  

       Call to the Offering           

       Offertory                  
    

       *Choral Response                       “The Doxology”                                   #606 

      *Prayer of Dedication 

With thanks O Lord, we bring our gifts and our tithes into your 
storehouse. May you add your blessing, that others may receive the good 
news through the ministry of this congregation. Amen. 

 Prayer Hymn             “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”                      #469 

 Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer  

 … “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors” 

*Song on the Way      “The Old Rugged Cross”     All Time, Best Loved pg. 24                           

*Benediction 

*Choral Benediction          “We are Marching in the Light of God”              #853 

*Postlude 

*You may stand. 
 

Thought for today:  “No thief, however skillful, can rob one of knowledge, and that is why 
knowledge is the best and safest treasure to acquire.”  —L. Frank Baum 
 
 
 
 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays 
Music Director/ Organist: Billy Meredith 
Special Music: Pastor Lisa 
e-mail: office@fpcdelhi.org   

Liturgist: Elder Ed Goff 
Phone: (607) 746-2155 

Fax # (607) 746-2156 
4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY  13753 

Web Site: www.fpcdelhi.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The First Presbyterian Church 
Delhi, New York 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church actively exists as the living body of Christ, 
committed to growing in faithfulness to God, serving the whole human family 

and welcoming all people into God’s love.       
(Our Mission Statement) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.fpcdelhi.org/


SUNDAY 
September 2 

9:30 am Worship 
(Chapel) 

Monday 
September 3 

Office Closed in Observance of Labor Day 

TUESDAY 
September 4 

Office Working Remotely 
9:00 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, BR & Nursery) 
5:00 pm PNC Meeting (Library) 
5:30 pm Weight Watchers (Chapel) 

WEDNESDAY 
September 5 

7:30 am SPARKS (FPC Library) 
9:00 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, BR & Nursery) 
5:30 pm Choir Rehearsal (Chapel and Sanctuary) 
6:30 pm Session Meeting (Library) 

THURSDAY 
September 6 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm Kirk Work Day 
9:00 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, BR & Nursery) 

FRIDAY 
September 7 

9:00 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, BR & Nursery) 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open! 
10:00 am Gentle Yoga (Chapel) 

SATURDAY 
September 8 

9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open! 
  

SUNDAY 
September 9 

TEAM CHRISTIAN Kickoff Sunday 
10:00 am Choir Gathers (Chapel) 
10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary) 
11:30 am Team Christian Kickoff at the Manse 

RR – Red Room; CR – Conference Room; FH – Fellowship Hall; BR – Blue Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Kirk is in need of shopping bags – especially bags with handles! Clean out your 
cabinet and drop your clean, reusable shopping/gift bags off today. 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Delhi, New York  
Church Life: September 2, 2018 

 
 

Welcome to worship this Labor Day weekend! May our time 
together strengthen us so we can serve God in whatever work 
we do.  

During Labor Day weekend, God, we pray that all our labors, 
whether big or small in the world’s eyes, will glorify you. 
Amen.  

We invite everyone to take a moment before or after worship to sign the Church 
Attendance Register located outside the chapel door. A special welcome is extended to all 
who are visiting with us this morning. We hope that your worship experience will be 
meaningful and enjoyable. If you are interested in learning more about First Presbyterian 
Church or becoming a member of this congregation, please speak with Pastor Lisa Ruth, the 
Church Office or any Elder.   

The TRUSTEES responsible for counting today are Joe Cantwell and Jackie Clark. The 
Trustees responsible for counting on September 9 are Bruce Burr and Ed Goff.     
 

Next Sunday, September 9 we will return to our 10:30 worship time in the Sanctuary. The 
Sermon Series on the “Hymns We Sing” continues! Please join us each week to learn more 
about the theology behind our favorite hymns and sing praises to the Lord our God! 
 
 

Our prayer focus for SEPTEMBER: Education Workers: Teachers, Staff, and Students 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BAGS are available in the hospitality room on the shelves. Children 
are welcome to select a bag & items of their choosing to use during worship. CHILDREN’S 
BULLETINS are also available. The CHILD CARE ROOM is available to parents during worship.  

Which team are you rooting for this year?                    
Who is your favorite quarter back? 
Wear your team colors and bring your favorite football party dish to 
the manse after church on Sunday, September 9 to kick-off the new 
church year. Fellowship will supply the hotdogs, buns, condiments 
and drinks. Please bring your own table service and a dish to share. 
Come celebrate TEAM CHRISTIAN with Quarterback Jesus leading the way!  



SEPTEMBER MISSION EMPHASIS - VILLAGE HOPE PARTNERSHIP  

 

The Mission Committee would like to challenge us to sponsor a 
village through Village Hope Partnership. $3,000.00 is the amount 
needed to begin work in a new village with at least 70 villages in 
need. The Mission Committee has already committed $1,000.00 

toward a village sponsorship and some funds have been contributed by the congregation. Let 
us show the power of God’s love and support a village together! Please make contributions to 
First Presbyterian Church using the envelopes for Village Hope provided in the chapel and office 
or clearly marked “Village Hope” and drop in the offering plate, mail to the church or leave in 
the church office.  Thank you for your support and caring for all God’s creation. 

Card Shower – Let us help Madeline Borow celebrate her 95th Birthday on September 25 
by sending her birthday wishes. Cards may be sent to: Mrs. Madeline Borow, Delhi Rehab 
Center, 41861 St Hwy 10, Room 136 Elm, Delhi, NY 13753 

Ladies Lunch at Crossroads is a time to relax and have a meal and enjoy conversation. There 
are no "lessons" involved; sharing around the table is just a pleasing thing to do. Buy Your 
Own lunch is the plan for 1:00 at Crossroads on the third Wednesday of each month. Please 
come enjoy Ladies Lunch whenever you can. Your friend in Christ, Pastor Lisa.  

Thoughts on Giving:  “Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” JAMES 1:22 
It’s easy to understand the definition of stewardship. The hard part is living it! What do you 
do to live God’s word? Do you share your time in prayer with God? Do you use your talent 
to help those in need? Are you generous with your financial resources? If not, what are you 
waiting for? 
Stewardship Prayer: That we experience the Peace and Joy God wants for us in serving Him 
and others. 
 

 Attendance week of 8-26-18 44 
The amount needed each week  
The amount given week of 8-26-18 

$2,774.27 
$1,331.50 

The amount needed year-to-date 
The amount given YTD as of 8-26-18 
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 8-26-18 

Mission giving week of 8-26-18 
Mission giving YTD as of 8-26-18 

$93,325.18 
$58,893.42 
$2,956.00 

$55.00 
$4,191.00 

Apportionment Needed 2018 
Apportionment received YTD as of 8-26-18 

$6,960.72 
$2,100.82 

 

The Per Capita amount for 2018 has been set at $37.83 per member.  

  

 

The group "Our Gang" meets the second and last Wednesdays of the month from 12:30 
P.M. to 2:00 P.M. in the Conference Room at FPC. This is a great way for 50 + and seniors to 
enjoy an afternoon of socializing, arts, crafts, music and good fun. The group will meet again 
on September 12. All are welcome. Bring your lunch, treats provided. If you have questions, 
please contact Ellie Ciferri or the church office. There is no fee for attending. A free will 
donation will be given to the church for operational expenses. 

Community Harvest Food Bank Fundraiser - For decades, the annual Crop Walk has been 
an important part of Delhi's fall calendar, helping to raise money for Delaware County food 
banks as well as to fight hunger abroad. This year, a committee of local supporters decided 
to switch things up with a new fundraiser. On October 14, from 1-4 pm on the Delhi Village 
Square (or in the United Ministry building if it rains), we will hold a Community Harvest Food 
Bank Fundraiser with lots of various activities (see Courier for details). Just as with the Crop 
Walk, churches and individuals can help sponsor the event in advance, by buying a "month's 
worth of milk" ($200) or "one family's food basket" ($60). Sponsorship packets are available 
for in the church office. Our goal is to raise $10,000, of which 20% will go to Delaware 
Opportunities for all the local food pantries and 80% will stay at the Delhi Food Pantry. 

Sunday School starts September 16 at 9:45 am. All ages welcome (under 3 accompanied by 
adult). 

Calling all volunteers.  Christian Education is in need of teachers this year.  If you can teach 
just one Sunday we would be grateful.  We will be using the same curriculum, every Sunday 
is a separate packet with more than enough to fill the 25 minutes.  Class starts at 9:45 with 
music until 10am when the kids head back to the red room for lesson and activity until 10:25 
when we ask that you walk the children to their parents in the sanctuary.  Please stop by 
the office or speak with Carolyn if interested. Together we will grow stronger as a church 
family. 

Coffee Hour volunteers are needed for October and November. Please sign up on the board 
in fellowship hall or give Janet Maxwell a call. Thanks for your support for our fellowship 
time each week! 


