The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
January 10, 2021

10:30 a.m.

Baptism of the Lord Sunday - Holy Communion
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan.” - Mark 1:9

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
Call to Worship (from Psalm 29)
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the Lord
the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty
waters. The voice of the Lord is powerful; voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
May the Lord give strength to his people!
May the Lord bless his people with peace!

Hymn

“Sing Glory to the Name of God” verses 1 & 2
Sing glory to the name of God, whose holy splendor shines abroad.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Enthroned above the crashing waves, the God of grace and glory saves.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

#10

The name of God is full of might: resounding thunder, flashing light.
Alleluia, alleluia!
The wilderness cannot contain the echoes of the great refrain:
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us part of the body
of Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, separated from sisters
and brothers in Christ. We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance
to welcome one another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving kindness,
have mercy on us, and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you make in baptism
so that we may rise to new life, and live together in grace. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
Jesus knows our every weakness, and loves us still. Awaken to the promise of Christ's amazing
grace. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

Choral Response

“Glory to God”
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest!
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!

#583

Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude
Prayer for Illumination

Billy Meredith

Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: as we hear your word this
morning, may we recognize him as our Lord and know ourselves to be your beloved
children, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water;
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.’
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“When God Speaks”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Litany for the Baptism of Christ
God of the waters. Water of birth,
moving us from safety into the world.
God of the waters. Water of connection,
engaging the playful Spirit, the passionate Christ, the challenging God.

God of the waters. Water of life,
sustaining, quenching, cleansing.
God of the waters. Water of trouble,
journeying us from here to there, from the known to the unknown.
God of the waters.
Birth us. Connect us. Live in us.

Eucharist
Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
#606
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above ye
heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
We ask you to bless our gifts to your service, O Lord, and bless us, your servants, that we
may be generous of heart and hand in the ministry of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Communion Hymn

“Eat This Bread”

#527

Eat this bread; drink this cup; come to Christ and never be hungry.
Eat this bread; drink this cup; trust in him and you will not thirst.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Using elements which you have prepared prior to the service, please follow as Pastor Lisa leads us in Communion.

Prayer after Communion
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit, and revealed him as
your beloved Son. Keep us, your children born of water and the Spirit, faithful in your
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God; through the same Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
“Baptized in Water”

Hymn

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King;
heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, faithfully now God's praises we sing.
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our King;
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, thankfully now God's praises we sing.
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King;
born of the Spirit, we are God's children; joyfully now God's praises we sing.

Benediction

#482

Song on the Way

“O Christ, Surround Me” verses 1 & 5

#543

God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice;
God, be the strength to now uphold me: O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.
Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that hear my voice,
Christ in the hearts of all who know me: O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future.”
—Paul Boese
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Elder Ed Furgol, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

January 10, 2021
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1): sky, waters, ground; sun, moon,
stars; plants, animals, people. Then God rested. So, welcome to this time for rest and worship.
(Prayer) God, thank you for the gift of baptism, when you claim us, as you claimed Jesus, as your beloved.
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for this
event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or camp.

If you are joining us in the Sanctuary, please disable the Wi-Fi on your phones or tablets during the
service, or power down your devices if that is the easier option for you. This will allow us to broadcast the
service with better signal to those at home.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail service (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY
13753).
THE FLOWERS this morning are given by Harry Bell in honor of Betty’s belated birthday.
In January our mission focus will be on the Village Hope Partnership. The mission of Village Hope
Partnership is to demonstrate God's love to disadvantaged people by helping to promote education,
health, community, stability and hope through self-sufficiency. Initially they are working in Nepal which
has some of the poorest regions in the world. During January we will be having a special program on a
Sunday (date to be determined) to share more information about this worthy project. Please help us
support this mission by placing your donations in the church offering designated for Village Hope
Partnership.

Church envelopes for 2021 are in the new narthex. If you have any questions about finding your
envelopes, see Gia or Darcy.
If you hadn’t yet noticed, the St. Pauly Shed has been re-opened! They will pick up donations every two
weeks.
Spiritual Fitness will begin meeting on Tuesday, Jan 19th from 5:00 to 6:00pm to study the book of
Acts. If you are interested in participating, in person or virtually, please contact Pastor Lisa or Darcy in
the office.
The last Sunday of every month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is again
accepting non-perishable food items, which will be quarantined for a week before being made
available. They also will be happy to receive monetary donations for bread, milk and other fresh items.
You can donate online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or give cash or check donations designated
for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church. Checks may also be mailed via
regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Please be aware that the church building is not fully open and access is limited at the present time.
We are currently keeping the back door locked, even during office hours and will not always be aware if
someone is at the door. If you need to enter the building during office hours, please call the church ahead
of time (607-746-2155) and speak with Darcy or Pastor Lisa who will be able to let you in.
Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. New moments each week!
The January-February Courier and Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available
outside the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions touching only those
you intend to take with you.
If you do not have access to internet or cell phone or computer and would like to have a hymnal and
bulletin delivered to you, please contact Pastor Lisa or the church office and we will arrange to have a
hymnal left at your door.
YOU can help the Kirk! Business has really increased at the Kirk since our re-opening on July 31.
Donations have been overwhelming and the number of shoppers has increased dramatically! As a result,
there are many items needed on a regular basis to make the cleaning and pricing possible. If you are
unable to either give some time to sorting, or working in the shop when it is open, perhaps you could help
by supplying any of the following items. The volunteers would appreciate anything you can do to help.
Items needed are: Tubs of anti-bacterial wipes
Sticky lint rollers
Ziploc (or store brand) baggies - sandwich, 1qt, 1 gallon, or 2½ gallon
Paper shopping (or gift) bags of any size
Brillo pads
Packing material - we have enough right now, but save it if you can!
- Thank You from the Kirk volunteers and committee.
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “And a voice came from the heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am
well pleased.’” - Mark 1:11. Through our baptism, we too, are daughters and sons of God. We are
disciples of Jesus. As true disciples we are called to actively participate in our Christian faith, not just be
mere bystanders. This means working in collaboration with the Holy Spirit and discerning how we are
being asked to use our gifts. Using our gifts for the benefit of others and not just for our own interests and
comfort.

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we work in collaboration with the Holy Spirit in discerning how God is
calling us to use our gifts.
The Per Capita amount for 2021 has been set at $40.58 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 1-3-2021
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 1-3-2021
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 1-3-2021
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 1-3-2021
Kirk Receipts week of 12-27-2020 to 1-2-2021
Mission giving week of 1-3-2021
Mission giving YTD as of 1-3-2021
Apportionment Needed 2021
Apportionment received YTD as of 1-3-2021

58 - 23 in sanctuary +
Approx. 35 virtual
$2,075.85*
$3,241.78
$2,075.85
$3,241.78
$0.00
$405.72
$0.00
$0.00
$7,223.24
$202.78

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.
We appreciate everyone’s patience and flexibility in these times of new approaches and limitations. Thank
you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship together
virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
January 10

Baptism of the Lord Sunday
10:30 am Worship with Communion

MONDAY
January 11

Annual Report Deadline
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am SPARKS (Hospitality Room)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)

TUESDAY
January 12
WEDNESDAY
January 13
THURSDAY
January 14

FRIDAY
January 15

SATURDAY
January 16
SUNDAY
January 17

7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
Second Sunday after Epiphany
10:30 am Worship

The prayer focus for January is discipleship.

