The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
January 24, 2021

10:30 a.m.

Village Hope Sunday
"The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles... calls women and men to
all ministries of the Church." A Brief Statement of Faith

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit

“The Summons”

Call to Worship (from Psalm 62)
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.
God alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.

Hymn

“How Firm a Foundation” verses 1 & 5
#463
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word!
What more can be said than to you God hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

(Rev. Scott Cervas)

God…you call us…and sometimes…we duck under the table…hoping you didn’t notice us when
you walked into the room. You call us…and sometimes…we grab a stapler and a stack of papers…
trying to look too busy to be bothered at the moment. You call us…and sometimes we just say,
“No!” We know that we aren’t expected to do everything…but we often forget that you call us to
be ourselves in the places where our very self is what is most needed. So give us the grace to say
“Yes” to your call…even now…as we offer our silent confessions…
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
When we call on God, God will hear us. Trust in the mercy and forgiveness offered to us through
the sacrifice of Jesus for our sake.
We are made a new creation in Christ. We thank you, O Lord. Amen.

Choral Response

“Glory to God”
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest!
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!

#583

Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude
Prayer for Illumination

Billy Meredith

Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Open our
eyes that we may see the wonders of your Word; and give us grace that we may clearly
understand and freely choose the way of your wisdom; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Jonah 3:1-5
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, ‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the
word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began
to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!’ And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great
and small, put on sackcloth.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Mark 1:14-20
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying,
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for
people.’ And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James
son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“The Summons”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Hymn

“Take, O Take Me As I Am”

#698

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.

Heidelberg Catechism – Lord’s Day 1
What is your only comfort, in life and in death?
That I belong—body and soul, in life and in death—not to myself but to my faithful Savior,
Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins and has
completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without
the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything
must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of
eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.
(Continued on next page)

How many things must you know that you may live and die in the blessedness of this comfort?
Three. First, the greatness of my sin and wretchedness. Second, how I am freed from all
my sins and their wretched consequences. Third, what gratitude I owe to God for such
redemption.

A Report from Nepal
Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

#606

Prayer of Dedication
For all you give, let us return to you our thanks. For all you ask of us, let our words and
actions say yes. We thank you, Lord, for the richness of life in Christ. May we follow you in
faithfulness with our gifts and our tithes. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Kum ba Yah” (Come by Here) verses 1 & 4

#472

Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah!
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah!
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah!
Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah!

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
“The Summons” verses 1 & 4

Hymn

#726

“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known;
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?”
“Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?”

Benediction
Song on the Way

“The Summons” verse 5

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

#726

Thought for the Day: “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.”
—Mahatma Gandhi
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Kathy Martin, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

January 24, 2021
We gather to worship in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Welcome to all, dear family of Christ.
(Prayer) God, thank you for your mercy to Jonah, Nineveh and us. May we learn from them to follow your
will — the first time. Amen.
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for this
event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or camp.

If you are joining us in the Sanctuary, please disable the Wi-Fi on your phones or tablets during the
service, or power down your devices if that is the easier option for you. This will allow us to broadcast the
service with better signal to those at home.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail service (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).

A CALL has been issued by the Session for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, according to the
terms of the church By-Laws, to be held immediately following worship on Sunday, January 31, 2021.
The purpose of the meeting will be to review annual reports, receive the budget, and address any other
business that may come properly before the Congregation.
In January our mission focus will be on the Village Hope Partnership. The mission of Village Hope
Partnership is to demonstrate God's love to disadvantaged people by helping to promote education,
health, community, stability and hope through self-sufficiency. Initially they are working in Nepal which
has some of the poorest regions in the world. Today we will be having a special program to share more
information about this worthy project. Please help us support this mission by placing your donations in the
church offering designated for Village Hope Partnership. The following is from VHP:
Current Pace & Looking Ahead to 2021!
Gratefully, the shutdown had less impact out in the rural regions, and we have been working at a pace of
reaching 5 villages per month, facilitating a variety of projects, and currently have a waiting list of about 50
villages which would love to explore how VHP could impact their communities. Every new village has needs
that fall in the following array: job creation (labor for reforestation projects, animal husbandry, and sewing
classes), sanitation (mainly in the form of supplies for them to build outhouses), food & nutrition (animals to
raise for food & income--chickens, ducks, pigs, goats, buffalo, & cows), literacy training (learning to read and
write in Nepalese) and our latest outreach health and hygiene where we send a medical team to villages for
health education, prevention and triage. As shared in previous newsletters, with modest strategic investments

in village specific projects we have been able to support both immediate and longer-term outcomes, including
(importantly) helping to enhance collaboration and engagement among all the village members to work
together for the well-being of their communities. We, and they, could not be more grateful for the support of
friends and contributors who have made these projects a reality. With full funding, based on our staffing we
would have the capacity to reach 10 villages per month. We would love to keep an amazing momentum going.
Current Need: We have been asked and want to share that due to our Covid-based inability to gather in
person to share VHP updates, there seems to have been an associated financial impact as well, a reduction
of donations this year. We are currently about $50,000 under in giving, in comparison with where we normally
are for this juncture in the year. We have made adjustments, reduced our pace to 5 villages per month, skipping
also December and January. Regardless, we remain excited, encouraged and anticipate reaching many more
villages in 2021. Thank you very much to those who have inquired, and we are glad to share this status and
opportunity! All contributions are warmly and deeply welcome.

Financial Account Summaries for 2020 and Church Envelopes for 2021 are in the new narthex. If you
have any questions about finding your envelopes, see Gia or Darcy.
Spiritual Fitness has begun meeting on Tuesdays from 5:00 to 6:00pm to study the book of Acts. If
you are interested in participating, in person or virtually, please contact Pastor Lisa or Darcy in the office.
The last Sunday of every month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is again
accepting non-perishable food items, which will be quarantined for a week before being made available.
They also will be happy to receive monetary donations for bread, milk and other fresh items. You can donate
online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or give cash or check donations designated for the food bank.
Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the
church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.

Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. New moments each week!
The 2020 Annual Report, the January-February Courier and Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily
Bread) are available outside the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions
touching only those you intend to take with you.
If you do not have access to internet or cell phone or computer and would like to have a hymnal and bulletin
delivered to you, please contact Pastor Lisa or the church office and we will arrange to have a hymnal left at
your door.

YOU can help the Kirk! Business has really increased at the Kirk since our re-opening on July 31. Donations
have been overwhelming and the number of shoppers has increased dramatically! As a result, there are many
items needed on a regular basis to make the cleaning and pricing possible. If you are unable to either give
some time to sorting, or working in the shop when it is open, perhaps you could help by supplying any of the
following items. The volunteers would appreciate anything you can do to help.
Items needed are: Tubs of anti-bacterial wipes; Sticky lint rollers; Brillo pads
Ziploc (or store brand) baggies - sandwich, 1qt, 1 gallon, or 2½ gallon
Paper shopping (or gift) bags of any size
Packing material - we have enough right now, but save it if you can!
- Thank You from the Kirk volunteers and committee.
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”- Mark 1:17. Jesus’ call to
“Follow me” is a call to all Christians! The call is in the here and now, in our present circumstances, not
when we think we are “ready” or have everything in order. Good stewardship of our God-given gifts means
that things aren’t always going to go according to our schedule and that God has a much better plan in
store for each of us.

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we may hear Jesus’ personal invitation to “Follow Him” and respond by
generously sharing all our gifts.
The Per Capita amount for 2021 has been set at $40.58 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 1-17-2021
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 1-17-2021
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 1-17-2021
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 1-17-2021
Kirk Receipts week of 1-10-21 to 1-16-21
Mission giving week of 1-17-2021
Mission giving YTD as of 1-17-2021
Apportionment Needed 2021
Apportionment received YTD as of 1-17-2021

56 - 26 in sanctuary +
Approx. 30 virtual
$2,075.85*
$2,256.34
$6,227.55
$8,327.44
$700.00
$700.59
$6.00
$64.00
$7,223.24
$733.58

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.
We appreciate everyone’s patience and flexibility in these times of new approaches and limitations. Thank
you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship together
virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
January 24

Village Hope Sunday
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY
January 25

8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am SPARKS (Hospitality Room)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Spiritual Fitness
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
12:00 pm Delhi Clergy Association Meeting
4:00 pm Kirk Meeting
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany & Bountiful Giving Sunday
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Annual Congregational and Corporate Meeting

TUESDAY
January 26
WEDNESDAY
January 27

THURSDAY
January 28

FRIDAY
January 29

SATURDAY
January 30
SUNDAY
January 31

The prayer focus for January is discipleship.

