The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
December 5, 2021

10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion & Second Sunday of Advent
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord.’”
Luke 3:46

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit

“Wait for the Lord”

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Joe & Gia Cantwell

Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the
promises of God with prayer. We light this candle in hope. We light this candle for peace.
Hear God’s promise of peace from Isaiah:
Faithful God, you are at work to restore all of creation in its intended harmony. Give us
your shalom that we may be reconciled to all enemies in the peace that passes all
understanding through Christ Jesus our Lord. God of promise, God of hope, into our
darkness come.

*Hymn

“Prepare the Way, O Zion”
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley a level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name.
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He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love.
Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding.
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name.
Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace,
and tidings of salvation proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing.
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Loving God, the voice in the wilderness cries out to us: “prepare the way of the Lord!” We confess
we spend our time and energy preparing our house and home to celebrate Christmas; we are too
busy to prepare a place in our hearts. Forgive us merciful God. Help us to keep our minds and
wills fixed on the great news of salvation. Guide us to seek first the One who is to be born in us.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
We cannot forget that God loves us very much. God loves us enough to forgive us again and
again. God loves us so much that God lived among us, died, and rose again that we might be
forgiven and free from the power of sin.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.

*Choral Response

“Glory, Glory, Glory”
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high! (repeat)
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And on earth peace to all people in whom God is well pleased (repeat)

*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Anthem

“Will We Know Him When He Comes?”

Price/Besig

Prayer for Illumination
Lord, our God, may your Word speak to us this day in ways that strengthen our love for
you and our desire to follow you. Send the light of the Spirit to help us follow and obey,
and may this Word dwell richly in our hearts throughout Advent and beyond. Amen.

Malachi 3:1-4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the
words of the prophet Isaiah:
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.’”
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“A Season of Peace”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty: from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Eucharist
Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
*Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication
Lord, all of the earth is yours, the world and all who live in it. You have entrusted us with
gifts and asked us to use our gifts to build your kingdom. With thanks and praise we
respond to that call. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Communion Hymn

“Come Share the Lord”
We gather here in Jesus’ name;
his love is burning in our hearts like living flame;
for through the loving Son the Father makes us one:
come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; come, share the Lord.
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No one is a stranger here; everyone belongs.
Finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs.
He joins us here; he breaks the bread;
the Lord who pours the cup is risen from the dead;
the one we love the most is now our gracious host:
come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; come, share the Lord.
We are now a family, of which the Lord is head.
Though unseen, he meets us here in the breaking of the bread.
We’ll gather soon where angels sing;
we’ll see the glory of our Lord and coming King;
now we anticipate the feast for which we wait:
come, take the bread; come drink the wine; come, share the Lord.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Using elements which you have prepared prior to the service, please follow as Pastor Lisa leads us in Communion.

Prayer after Communion
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation. Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Hymn

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verses 1 & 3
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*Benediction
*The Sending

“Go, My Children, With My Blessing”
Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.
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Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without the presence of
Christ.” —David Jeremiah
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Susie Little, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

December 5, 2021
“Blessed be the Lord God [who] has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them” (Luke 1:68,
NRSV). We gather for worship as the redeemed of the Lord. Welcome.
(Prayer) During this time of Advent, God, show us how to be messengers of the Messiah’s coming, as
John the Baptist was. Amen.
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for this
event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or camp.

Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).

Sunday School will be on temporary hiatus, but will resume for February-June on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month.
The Angel Tree deadline for gifts (delivered to the church UNWRAPPED) is today.
There is a sign-up sheet outside the office for the Living Nativity, which will be held on Thursday, Dec
23rd. Please consider volunteering!
Coffee Hour is back! There is a sign-up sheet outside the office if you would like to
volunteer to provide a small treat and coffee (you make the coffee) for fellowship after the
worship service.
The last Sunday of every month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is
accepting non-perishable food items. You can also donate via https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or
give cash or check donations designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian
Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
The Nov-Dec Courier and devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available outside
the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions!
Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. New moments each week!
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in
knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value…” (Philippians 1:9-10) During the
Christmas shopping season it is easy to get caught up in the frenzy of buying gifts. But, is that “gift” truly
an expression of your love for the other person. Or, are you just fulfilling your “obligation” to give them
something? To grow in friendship with someone, you need to spend time with them, learn what is of value
to them. Maybe this year, buy less “stuff” and spend more time with those you love.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we may resist the lure of holiday advertising and instead concentrate on
the message of simplicity and trust that is found in the Christmas manger scene.
The Per Capita amount for 2021 has been set at $40.58 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 11-28-2021
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 11-28-2021
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 11-28-2021
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 11-28-2021
Kirk Receipts week of 11-21-21 to 11-27-21
Mission giving week of 11-28-2021
Mission giving YTD as of 11-28-2021
Apportionment Needed 2021
Apportionment received YTD as of 11-28-2021

43 - 30 in sanctuary +
Approx. 13 virtual
$2,075.85*
$2,194.00
$99,640.80
$93,358.63
$6,625.00
$640.00
$8.00
$2,513.84
$7,223.24
$2,217.50

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship
together virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
December 5

MONDAY
December 6

TUESDAY
December 7
WEDNESDAY
December 8
THURSDAY
December 9
FRIDAY
December 10
SATURDAY
December 11
SUNDAY
December 12

Angel Tree Gift Deadline
Second Sunday of Advent (Peace)
9:30 am Deacons Meeting
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship with Communion
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am SPARKS
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
5:30 pm Session Meeting
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
5:00 pm Spiritual Fitness
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
5:15 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Prayer Service
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
Third Sunday of Advent (Joy)
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship
4:00 pm Boy Scout Meeting

