The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
February 21, 2021

10:30 a.m.

First Sunday in Lent
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.” Mark 1:15

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit

“Take My Life”
by Scott Underwood
Holiness, holiness is what I long for; holiness is what I need.
Holiness, holiness is what you want from me.
So take my heart; conform it. Take my mind; transform it.
Take my will; conform it to yours, to yours, O Lord.

Faithfulness, faithfulness is what I long for; faithfulness is what I need.
Faithfulness, faithfulness is what you want from me.
So take my heart; conform it. Take my mind; transform it.
Take my will; conform it to yours, to yours, O Lord.

Prayer of Invocation
Be with us now, O Lord, as we walk the road of the Lenten journey. We invite your presence
to be with us as we travel; keep us company and guide us through the shadows of Jesus’
road to Jerusalem. Do not let our feet stray from your path, for Jesus himself has walked
this hard road for our sake. Let us pray. Let us surrender. Let us mark our suffering as a
gift that will lead us to Calvary and to the life that will never end. Amen.

Psalm Reading (Psalm 25:1-10)
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not
let my enemies exult over me. Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be
ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach
me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. Do
not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. He leads the
humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. All the paths of the Lord are
steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.

Hymn

“Bless the Lord”
Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.

#544

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and to save the lost. We confess that we have
strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see
ourselves pure when we are stained and great when we are small. We have failed in love,
neglected injustice, and ignored your truth. Have mercy on us, O God, and forgive our sin.
Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
Fellow travelers on the road to Easter, always remember that there is much more forgiveness in
God than we could ever exhaust. Receive from God, through the grace of Christ, the blessing of
sins forgiven and a right relationship restored.
Amen.

Choral Response

“Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

#581

Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude
Prayer for Illumination

Billy Meredith

Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Open our
eyes that we may see the wonders of your Word; and give us grace that we may clearly
understand and freely choose the way of your wisdom; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mark 1:9-15
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited
on him.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“What Did Jesus Do?”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Hymn

“Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”
Lord, who throughout these forty days for us did fast and pray,
teach us with you to mourn our sins and close by you to stay.
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As you with Satan did contend and did the victory win,
O give us strength to persevere, in you to conquer sin.

Heidelberg Catechism – Lord’s Day 4
Is not God unjust in requiring of man in his Law what he cannot do?
No, for God so created man that he could do it. But man, upon the instigation of the devil,
by deliberate disobedience, has cheated himself and all his descendants out of these gifts.
Will God let man get by with such disobedience and defection?
Certainly not, for the wrath of God is revealed from heaven, both against our inborn
sinfulness and our actual sins, and he will punish them according to his righteous
judgment in time and in eternity, as he has declared: “Cursed be everyone who does not
abide by all things written in the book of the Law, and do them.”
But is not God also merciful?
God is indeed merciful and gracious, but he is also righteous. It is his righteousness which
requires that sin committed against the supreme majesty of God be punished with extreme,
that is, with eternal punishment of body and soul.

Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Prayer of Dedication
We thank you, O God, for the abundance with which you bless us. Remind us that in Christ
are all the riches we need. Lead us, we pray, to return our thanks to you in a manner worthy
of all we have and are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Be Still and Know”
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

Hymn

“Take My Life” verses 1, 5 & 6
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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(continued on next page)

Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne,
it shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself and I will be ever, only, all for thee,
ever, only, all for thee.

Benediction
The Sending

“Spirit, Open My Heart”
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Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” —Corrie ten Boom
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Elder Ed Furgol, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

February 21, 2021
Greetings, in the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit on this first Sunday in Lent. Let us walk
with Jesus and one another these sacred 40 days.
(Prayer) Quiet the hearts of all who worship here, that we may focus on you, O Sacred One, and bask in
your love.
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for this
event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or camp.

Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).
The deadline to submit articles or other content for the March-April Newsletter is this Monday, February
22nd. If you have anything to include, please get it to Darcy by tomorrow!
The mission focus for the month of February is the Church World Service Blankets program. As
families and communities around the world recover from emergencies and struggle to face challenges,
you stand with them. You provide hope and relief. Your contributions provide blankets to migrant families,
refugees, homeless shelters and those experiencing displacement due to natural disasters. Please
prayerfully consider supporting this mission.
Spiritual Fitness has begun meeting on Tuesdays from 5:00 to 6:00pm to study the book of Acts. If
you are interested in participating, in person or virtually, please contact Pastor Lisa or Darcy in the office.

The last Sunday of each month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is not
accepting food items at this time. You can donate online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or give
cash or check donations designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian
Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. New moments each week!
Lent Devotionals, the Annual Report, January-February Courier and other Devotional booklets (Upper
Room and Daily Bread) are available outside the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your
daily devotions touching only those you intend to take with you.
If you do not have access to internet or cell phone or computer and would like to have a hymnal and
bulletin delivered to you, please contact Pastor Lisa or the church office and we will arrange to have a
hymnal left at your door.
Thank You for helping to provide paper bags and supplies to the Kirk! Right now they have all they need.
Your continued help allows this mission of our church to thrive and grow.
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel
of God….” - Mark 1:14. Do you ever think about how difficult it must have been for Jesus to come into
Galilee, knowing that John had just been arrested for teaching the same message that Jesus was
proclaiming. It must have taken great love and trust for Jesus to do what the Father had sent Him here
on earth to do. In the same way, following a life of stewardship takes great love and trust from us. We
must be willing to surrender completely to God, trusting that God will always give us all that we need to
fulfill His plan for us.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we may place our lives in God’s hands and have the strength to carry
out His unique plan for each us.
The Per Capita amount for 2021 has been set at $40.58 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 2-14-2021
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Ash Wednesday 2-17-2021
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 2-14-2021
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 2-14-2021
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 2-14-2021
Kirk Receipts week of 2-7-21 to 2-13-21
Mission giving week of 2-14-2021
Mission giving YTD as of 2-14-2021
Apportionment Needed 2021
Apportionment received YTD as of 2-14-2021

55 - 3 in sanctuary +
Approx. 52 virtual
38 - 14 in sanctuary +
Approx. 24 virtual
$2,075.85*
$0.00
$14,530.95
$15,998.45
$1,040.00
$0.00
$0.00
$221.84
$7,223.24
$334.06

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

We appreciate everyone’s patience and flexibility in these times of new approaches and limitations. Thank
you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship together
virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
February 21

First Sunday in Lent
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY
February 22

Newsletter Deadline
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am SPARKS (Hospitality Room)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Spiritual Fitness
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
12:00 pm Delhi Clergy Association Meeting
4:00 pm Kirk Meeting
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
Bountiful Giving Sunday & Second Sunday in Lent
10:30 am Worship

TUESDAY
February 23
WEDNESDAY
February 24

THURSDAY
February 25

FRIDAY
February 26

SATURDAY
February 27
SUNDAY
February 28

