The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
February 28, 2021

10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday in Lent
“For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.” Mark 8:35

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
“Jesus, Lamb of God”

#519

Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name!
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name!

Prayer of Invocation
Most Holy and Gracious God - you who are the wind that brings new life and the breath that
sustains us - blow upon this day. Inspire the words we hear and speak and sing. Sweep
away the dullness of our minds that we may know you more fully. Clear our hearts of those
things that clutter them that we may love Jesus more deeply. Banish from our wills any
weakness that prevents us from following him more faithfully. Be here with us we pray and move among us so that your name may be praised both in this place and in all those
places we may go this day. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

Psalm Reading (Psalm 22:23-31)
Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. I will
tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: You
who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, all you
offspring of Israel!
For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from
me, but heard when I cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your hearts
live forever! All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of
the nations shall worship before him. For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the
nations.
To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go
down to the dust, and I shall live for him. Posterity will serve him; future generations will
be told about the Lord, and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he
has done it.

Hymn

“We Praise You, O God” verses 1 & 2
#612
We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.

We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; through trial and tempest our guide you have been.
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us, and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Lord, we confess we want faith to be easy. We rarely consider the cost that purchased our
freedom from the power of sin over our lives. Once we leave church on Sunday we believe
we have paid our dues. How thoughtless we have been, O merciful God. How slow we are
to remember such costly grace. Forgive us, we pray, and renew our spirits as we walk with
Jesus to his cross. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
As far as the east is from the west, so far has God remove our transgressions from us.
God’s mercy is never failing. The cross of Christ has given us life in his name! Amen.

Choral Response

“Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

#581

Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude
Prayer for Illumination

Billy Meredith

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your
mouth. Make us hungry for this heavenly food, that it may nourish us today in the ways of
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.

Mark 8:31-38
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they
give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.”
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Take Up Your Cross”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Hymn

“Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said” verses 1 & 4
Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would my disciple be;
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me.

#718

Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength, and calmly every danger brave:
it guides you to abundant life and leads to victory o'er the grave.

Heidelberg Catechism – Lord’s Day 5
Since, then, by the righteous judgment of God we have deserved temporal and eternal
punishment, how may we escape this punishment, come again to grace, and be reconciled to
God?
God wills that his righteousness be satisfied; therefore, payment in full must be made to
his righteousness, either by ourselves or by another.
Can we make this payment ourselves?
By no means. On the contrary, we increase our debt each day.
Then what kind of mediator and redeemer must we seek?
One who is a true and righteous man and yet more powerful than all creatures, that is, one
who is at the same time true God.

Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

#606

Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, your Son came to us in poverty, yet has filled us with fullness of life. May we
give our thanks to you and in our gratitude, support the mission of Christ that others may
know the treasure that is in him. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Be Still and Know”
Be still and know that I am God.
Be still and know that I am God.

#414

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” verses 1 & 3
#216
Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand, the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, from the burning of the noontide heat,
and the burden of the day.

Hymn

I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place; I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face;
content to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss, my sinful self my only shame,
my glory all the cross.

Benediction
The Sending

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.” —Dale Carnegie
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Elder Kevin Lee, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

February 28, 2021
Brothers and sisters in Christ, grace and peace be to you as we join in worship. Welcome.
(Prayer) Show us, Jesus, how to take up our cross — to give of ourselves wholeheartedly for others —
and follow you.
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for this
event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or camp.

Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).
The mission focus for the month of February is the Church World Service Blankets program. As
families and communities around the world recover from emergencies and struggle to face challenges,
you stand with them. You provide hope and relief. Your contributions provide blankets to migrant families,
refugees, homeless shelters and those experiencing displacement due to natural disasters. Please
prayerfully consider supporting this mission.
We are currently looking for people to serve as liturgists for the month of April. If you are interested,
please contact Ed Furgol at (607) 746-7476 or edfurgol@hotmail.com. Thank you!
Spiritual Fitness has begun meeting on Tuesdays from 5:00 to 6:00pm to study the book of Acts. If
you are interested in participating, in person or virtually, please contact Pastor Lisa or Darcy in the office.
Please visit our YouTube channel (First Presbyterian Church of Delhi) to watch “Songs for Lent.” Pastor
Lisa and Billy put together a program of songs and instrumental pieces to accompany this season of Lent.
You can find links on the church website and Facebook page if you didn’t receive the link in your email.

Today is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is not accepting food items at this
time. You can donate online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or give cash or check donations
designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church. Checks may also be
mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. New moments each week!
Lent Devotionals, the Annual Report, January-February Courier and other Devotional booklets (Upper
Room and Daily Bread) are available outside the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your
daily devotions touching only those you intend to take with you.
If you do not have access to internet or cell phone or computer and would like to have a hymnal and
bulletin delivered to you, please contact Pastor Lisa or the church office and we will arrange to have a
hymnal left at your door.
Thank You for helping to provide paper bags and supplies to the Kirk! Right now they have all they need.
Your continued help allows this mission of our church to thrive and grow.
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “’Here I am!’ he answered.”- Genesis 22:11. It is easy to say, “Here I am, Lord,”
when we are kneeling in church. But how easy is it to say “Here I am, Lord,” when a neighbor needs our
help, when we are invited to join a parish ministry, or when we are asked to provide financial support?
Often times we are called when it’s not convenient for us. Discipleship is not always easy, most of the
time it will make us uncomfortable and vulnerable.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we may answer, “Here I am, Lord,” whenever, wherever and however
God calls us to serve Him.
The Per Capita amount for 2021 has been set at $40.58 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 2-21-2021
The amount needed each week
The amount given weeks of 2-14-2021 & 2-21-2021
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 2-21-2021
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 2-21-2021
Kirk Receipts week of 2-14-21 to 2-20-21
Mission giving weeks of 2-14-2021 & 2-21-2021
Mission giving YTD as of 2-21-2021
Apportionment Needed 2021
Apportionment received YTD as of 2-21-2021

63 - 25 in sanctuary +
Approx. 38 virtual
$2,075.85*
$3,182.90
$16,606.80
$19,181.35
$1,320.00
$541.21
$70.00
$291.84
$7,223.24
$576.96

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

We appreciate everyone’s patience and flexibility in these times of new approaches and limitations. Thank
you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship together
virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
February 28

Bountiful Giving Sunday & Second Sunday in Lent
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY
March 1

8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am SPARKS (Hospitality Room)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Spiritual Fitness
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
12:00 pm Delhi Clergy Association meeting
5:00 pm Session Meeting
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
Third Sunday in Lent
9:15 am Deacons Meeting
10:30 am Worship with Communion

TUESDAY
March 2
WEDNESDAY
March 3

THURSDAY
March 4

FRIDAY
March 5

SATURDAY
March 6
SUNDAY
March 7

