The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
March 13, 2022

10:30 a.m.

Second Sunday in Lent
“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!”
Psalm 27:14

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
*Psalm Reading – Psalm 27
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid? When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh - my adversaries and foes they shall stumble and fall.
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against
me, yet I will be confident.
One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. For he will hide me in his
shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on
a rock.
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! “Come,” my heart says, “seek
his face!
Your face, Lord, do I seek. Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away
in anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my
salvation! If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up.
Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. Do not give me
up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and they are breathing
out violence.
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!

*Hymn

“Come, Worship God” verses 1 & 4
#386
Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor; enter God’s presence with thanks and a song!
You are the rock of your people’s salvation to whom our jubilant praises belong.
Now let us listen, for you speak among us; open our hearts to receive what you say.
Peace be to all who remember your goodness, trust in your word, and rejoice in your way!

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
Lord, you know us; you know our restless spirits; you know our schedules; we have no
time to wait, to sit still in your presence and to be with you. Forgive us when our hearts and
our lifestyles crowd you out. Our calendars are filled with activities, but we are empty
inside. We need you to meet us in the emptiness and fill us with your Spirit. Call us near,
dear God. Let us set aside time for you this Lenten season; guide us we pray. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
God has graced you with the salvation, bought at such a price in the sacrifice of God’s Son, our
Savior. Embrace the life of Christ within you and live the life you have been given, to the glory of
God.
Amen.

*Choral Response

“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

#581

*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude
Prayer for Illumination
God our helper, by your Holy Spirit, open our minds, that as the Scriptures are read and
your Word is proclaimed, we may be led into your truth and taught your will, for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Old Testament Reading – Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said,
“You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word
of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are
able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed
the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. Then he said to him, “I am
the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said,
“O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but
he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away.
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness
descended upon him. When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram,
saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates.”

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading – Luke 13:31-35
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to
kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow,
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside
of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will
not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord.’”
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Desperate Times”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Hymn

“The God of Abraham Praise” verses 1 & 4
The God of Abraham praise who reigns enthroned above,
the Ancient of Eternal Days, the God of love!
The Lord, the great I am, by earth and heaven confessed,
we bow before your holy name, forever blest.

#49

You have eternal life implanted in the soul;
your love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll.
We praise you, living God! We praise your holy name:
the first, the last, beyond all thought, and still the same!

*Heidelberg Catechism – Lord’s Day 34
What is the law of God?
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land which the Lord
your God gives you.
You shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear
false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall
not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant, or his ox, or his ass,
or anything that is your neighbor’s.

Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
*Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

#606

*Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, rich in mercy, we offer our lives to you. Bless, we pray, our gifts and our
tithes as we follow you into the world with the good news of Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Kum Ba Yah”
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah!
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah!

#472

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
*Hymn

… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
“God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength”
God is our refuge and our strength, our ever-present aid,
and therefore, though the earth be moved, we will not be afraid;

#329

Though hills amid the seas be cast, though foaming waters roar,
yea, though the mighty billows shake the mountains on the shore.
Where God abides a river flows; that city will rejoice.
But nations fear and kingdoms shake before God's thundering voice.
Since God is in the midst of it, the city walls shall stand,
secure and safe with God's sure help, when trouble is at hand.

*Benediction
*The Sending

“Wait for the Lord”
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart.

#90

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to create
many ripples.” —Mother Teresa
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Minister
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Barb Thompson, Liturgist
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March 13, 2022
“The Lord is [our] light and [our] salvation. … The Lord is the stronghold of [our] life” (Psalm 27:1, NRSV).
Welcome to worship.
(Prayer) Jesus, you long to gather everyone under your sheltering wings. Like a stubborn child, I often
resist. Help me instead to welcome your loving care.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).

The rosebud on the Communion Table this morning is given by the Deacons in honor of the birth of
Augustin Delos Weinstein - born on February 22, 2022 to Kali & Brendan Weinstein and welcomed by
proud grandparents George & Barb Thompson.
Darcy will be working from home Monday through Wednesday this coming week (3/14 – 3/16) and
in the office on Thursday (3/17).
We will continue our Lenten Evening Services this Wednesday at 6:30pm. The services will be virtual
only and will be held weekly through Lent, with the final service on Wednesday, April 6.
Curt Sather will be playing a recital on the pipe organ at the United Ministry in Delhi on Sunday, March
20th at 4:00 pm, performing the music of Bach to celebrate the composer's birthday. Violinist Marie Tucker
will join him on a few pieces. The event is free and open to all.
The Easter Lily deadline is approaching! Order forms are in the Mar-Apr Courier as well as in the new
narthex and outside the office. Please have your order forms in by Monday, March 21.
The Mar-Apr Courier and our Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available outside
the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions!
The last Sunday in every month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is
accepting non-perishable food items. You can also donate via https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or
give cash or check donations designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian
Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Stay connected with God!
Read Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment” graphic.
Check in for new moments!
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land
as a possession.” (Genesis 15:7) Just as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the Israelites a land to
possess, He has also given each of us a home. Whether your home is grand or humble, it is a gift from
God. Abraham prepared a great sacrifice to the Lord in gratitude for the home God gave him. How do
you show your gratitude to God for the home He has given you? Do you make a sacrifice of any kind? Do
you return any of your finances to God, investing equally in your eternal home just as you invest in your
earthly home?
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we invest equally in our heavenly home as we do in our earthly home.
The Per Capita amount for 2022 has been set at $42.00 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 3-6-2022
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 3-6-2022
Correction from 2-20-2022
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 3-6-2022
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 3-6-2022
Kirk Receipts week of 2-27-22 to 3-5-22
Mission giving week of 3-6-2022
Mission giving YTD as of 3-6-2022
Apportionment Needed 2022
Apportionment received YTD as of 3-6-2022

39 - 28 in sanctuary +
Approx. 11 virtual
$2,147.35*
$2,839.22
-$100.00
$21,473.50
$20,250.80
$900.00
$900.22
$40.00
$265.00
$7,182.00
$1,092.58

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship
together virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
March 13

MONDAY
March 14

TUESDAY
March 15
WEDNESDAY
March 16

THURSDAY
March 17
FRIDAY
March 18
SATURDAY
March 19
SUNDAY
March 20

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Second Sunday in Lent
9:45 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
2:00 pm Cliff Frazier Celebration of Life
Office Work-From-Home Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am SPARKS
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
Office Work-From-Home Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
5:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Lenten Evening Service
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
Third Sunday in Lent
10:30 am Worship

