The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
March 20, 2022

10:30 a.m.

Third Sunday in Lent
“For you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.”
Psalm 63:7

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit – Bell Choir

“Jesus Loves Me”

arr. by Krug

*Psalm Reading – Psalm 63:1-8
O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and
weary land where there is no water. So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your
power and glory.
Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. So I will bless you
as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips when I think of
you on my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
For you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. My soul clings
to you; your right hand upholds me.

*Hymn

“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” verses 1 & 2
Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, while the nearer waters roll,
while the tempest still is high. Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past.
Safe into the haven guide receive my soul at last!

#440

Other refuge have I none; hangs my helpless soul on thee. Leave, ah! leave me not alone;
still support and comfort me. All my trust on thee is stayed; all my help from thee I bring.
Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of thy wing.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Lord God, we are glad you are there for us, but we confess we would rather not bother you
with our prayers. We refrain from recognizing our weakness; we see ourselves as strong
enough without your help. Turn us around, O God, in this season of Lent. Turn our hearts
around, we pray, that in the suffering of Jesus, we too may know the suffering of humanity,
and in that suffering, may we cling to Jesus for peace and forgiveness. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
The invitation still stands: Everyone who thirsts, come to the water. Abundant life awaits you in
the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*Choral Response

“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

#581

*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude – Bell Choir
Prayer for Illumination

"God of Grace and God of Glory"

arr. by Krug

Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us
to be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our living. Amen.

Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 55:1-9
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and
eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so
that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you
shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because
of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their
way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor
are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading – Luke 13:1-9
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for
fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it
bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“The Middle of Lent”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Hymn

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;
praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love!
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Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.

*The Shorter Catechism
What is the chief end of man?
Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.
What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?
The Word of God which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments is
the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.
What do the Scriptures principally teach?
The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God
requires of man.
What is God?
God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness,
justice, goodness, and truth.

Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
*Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

#606

*Prayer of Dedication
God of all, we return our thanks to you. Accept these gifts we pray, that Christ’s ministry
among us may be visible, as we serve you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Kum Ba Yah”
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah!
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah!

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
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*Hymn

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer!
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Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.

*Benediction
*The Sending

“In God Alone”
In God alone my soul can find rest and peace, in God my peace and joy.
Only in God my soul can find its rest, find its rest and peace.

#814

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “Better to do something imperfectly than to do nothing flawlessly.”
—Robert Schuller

*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Minister
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Tom Little, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

March 20, 2022
God invites us through Isaiah: “All you who are thirsty, come to the waters” (55:1, NIV). Jesus, the Living
Water, is eager to quench your parched soul.
(Prayer) O God, earnestly we seek you; we thirst for you, our whole beings long for you (Psalm 63:1).
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).

A CALL has been issued by the Session for a congregational meeting to occur immediately after church
on April 3, 2022. The purpose of this meeting will be to elect an elder, vote on a nomination from the floor
for an additional audit committee member and for the dissolution of the pastoral relationship with Rev. Dr.
Lisa Ruth Mays. No other business can be brought before the congregation at this meeting. As NYS no
longer accepts hybrid non-profit meetings, only in-person attendees may vote.
We will continue our Lenten Evening Services this Wednesday at 6:30pm. The services will be virtual
only and will be held weekly through Lent, with the final service on Wednesday, April 6.
The Easter Lily deadline is approaching! Order forms are in the Mar-Apr Courier as well as in the new
narthex and outside the office. Please have your order forms in by tomorrow, March 21.
The Mar-Apr Courier and our Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available outside
the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions!
The last Sunday in every month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is
accepting non-perishable food items. You can also donate via https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or
give cash or check donations designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian
Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Stay connected with God!
Read Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment” graphic.
Check in for new moments!
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “…He said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit
on this fig tree but have found none.’” (Luke 13:7) We can all be like the barren fig tree at times. Do you
cling to what you have or do you generously share with others? How will you respond when God asks
you what you have done with all the gifts He has given you? Remember, not only are we called to be
generous, we are called to develop and nurture our gifts, and return them with increase. Remember, we
are called to be generous with all of gifts; especially the one that means the most to you.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we are generous with all of our gifts and nurture and develop them to
return with increase.
The Per Capita amount for 2022 has been set at $42.00 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 3-13-2022
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 3-13-2022
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 3-13-2022
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 3-13-2022
Kirk Receipts week of 3-6-22 to 3-12-22
Mission giving week of 3-13-2022
Mission giving YTD as of 3-13-2022
Apportionment Needed 2022
Apportionment received YTD as of 3-13-2022

31 - 20 in sanctuary +
Approx. 11 virtual
$2,147.35*
$1,988.00
$23,620.85
$22,238.80
$1,340.00
$746.87
$60.00
$325.00
$7,182.00
$1,268.58

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship
together virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
March 20

Third Sunday in Lent
10:30 am Worship

MONDAY
March 21

Easter Lily Order Deadline
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am SPARKS
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
6:30 pm MWS Committee Meeting
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations

TUESDAY
March 22
WEDNESDAY
March 23

THURSDAY
March 24
FRIDAY
March 25
SATURDAY
March 26
SUNDAY
March 27

8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
4:00 pm Kirk Meeting
5:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Lenten Evening Service
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
Bountiful Giving Sunday & Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:45 am – Sunday School
9:45 am – Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship

