The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
March 27, 2022

10:30 a.m.

Fourth Sunday in Lent
“When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart pounding, he ran out,
embraced him, and kissed him.” Luke 15:20

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
“Jesus, Name Above All Names”

Hearn

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 32, The Message)
Count yourself lucky, how happy you must be - you get a fresh start, your slate’s wiped clean.
Count yourself lucky - God holds nothing against you and you’re holding nothing back from him.
God is my island hideaway; he keeps danger far from the shore, throws garlands of
hosannas around my neck.
God-defiers are always in trouble; God-affirmers find themselves loved every time they turn
around.
Celebrate God. Sing together—everyone! All you honest hearts, raise the roof!

*Hymn

“God is Here!” verses 1 & 3
God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.

#409

Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd's flock and fold;
here, as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old.
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Lord, our God, you follow our every step and know us through and through. We are prone
to wander and to leave your paths of truth and grace. The greener pastures of our own
choosing lure us away from our dependence upon you alone for guidance and safety.
Forgive us, Lord. Lead us home again, the place where your heart longs for us to dwell.
Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
Return to God, O people. Let your hearts be fixed upon the Lord as you walk in freedom. Christ’s
sacrifice has opened the way for our abundant pardon and Christ will lead us home.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Choral Response

“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

#581

*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Anthem
Prayer for Illumination

“Count Your Blessings”

Oatman/Excell

Living God, help us to hear your holy Word that we may truly understand; that,
understanding, we may believe, and, believing, we may follow in all faithfulness and
obedience, seeking your honor and glory in all that we do; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Old Testament Reading – Joshua 5:9-12
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that
place is called Gilgal to this day.
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth
day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate
the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day they
ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land
of Canaan that year.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading – Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinner and eats with them.” So he
told them this parable:
“There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took
place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to
one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me
like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off,
his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—
the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But
he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I
have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because
this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Where the Heart Is”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Hymn

“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”
My shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name.
In pastures fresh he makes me feed, beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake his ways,
and leads me, for his mercy's sake, in paths of truth and grace.
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When I walk through the shades of death your presence is my stay;
one word of your supporting breath drives all my fears away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes, does still my table spread;
my cup with blessings overflows; your oil anoints my head.
The sure provisions of my God attend me all my days;
O may your house be my abode, and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come;
no more a stranger, or a guest, but like a child at home.

*The Shorter Catechism (1729)
Are there more Gods than one?
There is but one only, the living and true God.
How many Persons are there in the Godhead?
There are three Persons in the Godhead: The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and
these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.
What are the decrees of God?
The decrees of God are his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby,
for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.
How doth God execute his decrees?
God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence.

Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory

*Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication
We sing our thanks and praise to you, O God, abounding in grace. Bless these gifts, we
pray, so others may know the abundant life you offer us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Sanctuary”
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

*Hymn

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” verses 1, 2 & 4
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.
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'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

*Benediction
*The Sending

“Great God of Every Blessing”
Great God of every blessing, of faithful, loving care,
you are the fount of goodness, the daily bread we share.
How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start:
sincerely and completely I offer you my heart.

#694

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “Never look down on anybody unless you’re helping him up.” —Jesse Jackson
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Minister
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Kathy Martin, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

March 27, 2022
Wherever we have been, whatever we have done, our all-loving heavenly Father welcomes us into his
arms. Let us worship.
(Prayer) Jesus, sometimes we are the prodigal (wasteful) child in your parable, sometimes the resentful
one. But help us be like the father: unconditionally loving to all.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).
A CALL has been issued by the Session for a congregational meeting to occur immediately after church
on April 3, 2022. The purpose of this meeting will be to elect an elder, vote on a nomination from the floor
for an additional audit committee member and for the dissolution of the pastoral relationship with Rev. Dr.
Lisa Ruth Mays. No other business can be brought before the congregation at this meeting. As NYS no
longer accepts hybrid non-profit meetings, only in-person attendees may vote.
You are invited to a chicken and biscuit luncheon after church on April 10 (Palm Sunday) to wish
Pastor Lisa well in her retirement!
We will continue our Lenten Evening Services this Wednesday at 6:30pm. The services will be virtual
only and will be held weekly through Lent, with the final service on Wednesday, April 6.
The Mar-Apr Courier and our Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available outside
the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions!
Today is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is accepting non-perishable food
items. You can also donate via https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or give cash or check donations
designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church. Checks may also be
mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Stay connected with God!
Read Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment” graphic.
Check in for new moments!
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of
the land of Canaan.” (Joshua 5:12) Over the forty years that the Israelites journeyed through the desert,
God provided them with manna to eat. As soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised Land
the manna ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings to us may change over the years but it is important to trust
that God will always provide us with all that we need.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we trust that God will provide all that we need.

The Per Capita amount for 2022 has been set at $42.00 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 3-20-2022
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 3-20-2022
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 3-20-2022
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 3-20-2022

46 - 33 in sanctuary +
Approx. 13 virtual
$2,147.35*
$1,244.00
$25,768.20
$23,482.80
$1,400.00

Kirk Receipts week of 3-13-22 to 3-19-22
Mission giving week of 3-20-2022
Mission giving YTD as of 3-20-2022
Apportionment Needed 2022
Apportionment received YTD as of 3-20-2022

$1,012.00
$15.00
$340.00
$7,182.00
$1,352.58

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship
together virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
March 27

MONDAY
March 28
TUESDAY
March 29
WEDNESDAY
March 30
THURSDAY
March 31
FRIDAY
April 1
SATURDAY
April 2
SUNDAY
April 3

Bountiful Giving Sunday & Fourth Sunday in Lent
9:45 am – Sunday School
9:45 am – Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am SPARKS
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
5:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Lenten Evening Service
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:30 am – Deacons Meeting
9:45 am – Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship with Communion

