The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
April 10, 2022

10:30 a.m.

Palm & Passion Sunday
“I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out!” Luke 19:40

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
“Filled with Excitement”
*Call to Worship
We raise our voices and wave with joyful hope the palms of deliverance of God’s people.
Hosanna! Hosanna to the Son of David!
Our hearts are filled with expectation as we welcome the coming king.
Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
We receive into the crowded streets of our lives the one who is Savior, not only of us, but of all
the earth.
Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heaven!

*Hymn

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”
Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; through pillared court and temple
the joyful anthem rang. To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast,
the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.
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From Olivet they followed' mid an exultant crowd, the victor palm branch waving,
and chanting clear and loud; the Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state,
nor scorned that little children should on his bidding wait.
“Hosanna in the highest! “That ancient song we sing, for Christ is our Redeemer;
the Lord of heaven, our King. O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice,
and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
God of all times and places, we confess that we would rather join the crowds than stand
alone. We prefer the popular point of view to a solitary witness for justice and truth. We like
safety and security while shrinking from the risk of involvement. We’ll sing “hosanna”
when everyone else is doing so – but not when the hostile “Good Friday” forces may hear
us. We do not like to admit our lukewarm response to you, but neither do we want to be
considered fanatics.
We believe Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. We know that means us, not
just other folks involved in obvious evils everyone knows about. We ask you to be patient
with us, to help us understand our own guilt. Then pour out your forgiveness in such a way
that we are forever transformed. In Jesus’s name. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
God sweeps into our human scene, redeeming all who turn from evil and do good. There is
grace, mercy, and renewed strength for all who earnestly seek the new life Christ brings.
Let us rejoice together, for even the stones cry out with good news. God forgives. We are
freed from the burden of our sin. Praise God!

*Choral Response

“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.
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*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Anthem
Prayer for Illumination

“Who Comes Riding?”

Green and Larson

Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Open our
eyes that we may see the wonders of your Word; and give us grace that we may clearly
understand and freely choose the way of your wisdom; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Psalm Reading – Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
All: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! Let Israel
say,” His steadfast love endures forever.”
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to
the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. I thank you that
you have answered me and have become my salvation. The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we beseech
you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and he
has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. O give
thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading – Luke 19:28-40
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near
Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the
disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed and found it as he had
told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the
colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks
on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the
road. As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of
the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had
seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory
in the highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your
disciples to stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.

People: Thanks be to God.

Message
*Hymn

“Palms”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

“All Glory, Laud and Honor” verses 1 & 2
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring!
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Refrain:

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One. (Refrain)
The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present. (Refrain)

Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain weary with a
word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The
Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back
to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my
face from insult and spitting.
The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the
Lord God who helps me.

Epistle Reading – Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of
a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Message

“Passion”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Hymn

“Ah, Holy Jesus” verses 1, 3 & 5
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?
By foes derided, by thine own rejected most afflicted!
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Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered;
for our atonement, while we nothing heeded, God interceded.
Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee,
think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving.

*The Shorter Catechism
What is justification?
Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth
us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and
received by faith alone.

What is sanctification?
Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole person
after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin and live unto
righteousness.

Installation of Elder Joe Weaver
Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
*Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication
There are no ways we can find to praise you as you ought to be praised. There are no words
to thank you enough for the price you paid for our lives. But we have feet and hands to
serve, we have tangible resources to give back to you for the work of Christ among us.
Here we offer ourselves to you, O Lord. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Sanctuary”
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

The Sending for Palm Sunday
This is a vision of the way it can be, the way it should be — Shouts of welcome, a joyful procession,
a community celebrating together.
The same vision is offered to us today: We can welcome Christ into our lives; we can
celebrate his transforming power.
How swiftly things changed back then; how swiftly we, too, can be distracted.
May we hold fast to his vision of goodness — Peace from the practice of justice, equality
from the practice of respect.
As this week unfolds,
We will let ourselves be overtaken by God’s love. We will pour it back out into the world.

*Hymn

“Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”
Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would my disciple be;
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me.
Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm;
Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up and brace your heart and nerve your arm.
Take up your cross; heed not the shame, and let your foolish pride be still;
the Lord for you accepted death upon a cross, on Calvary's hill.
Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength, and calmly every danger brave:
it guides you to abundant life and leads to victory o'er the grave.

#718

*Benediction
Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “We are each a God-carrier and a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit.”
—Archbishop Desmond Tutu

*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Minister
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Renee Maxwell, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

April 10, 2022
Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Welcome. Let us worship King Jesus together
as one body.
(Prayer) Jesus, may I follow you throughout Holy Week with its complicated emotions, for you promise to
meet me at the empty tomb.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).
You are invited to a chicken and biscuit luncheon after church today to wish Pastor Lisa well in
her retirement!
One Great Hour of Sharing is our mission focus for the Lenten season. It makes a difference in our
world by supporting Presbyterian outreach programs. The outreach programs include the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance program which works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after
devastation of natural and human caused disasters. Another is the Presbyterian Hunger Program which
takes action to alleviate hunger, care for the creation and systemic causes of poverty so that all may be
fed. The third is the Self-Development of People which invests in communities responding to their
experiences of oppression, poverty and injustice. Please consider supporting this worthy cause.
Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available outside the office and in the new
narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions!
The last Sunday in every month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is
accepting non-perishable food items. You can also donate via https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or
give cash or check donations designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian
Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.

THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “…I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day, you will deny three times
that you know me.” (Luke 22:34) How many times have you heard someone make a disparaging comment
about God or our Christian faith? How did you react? Do you remain quiet not to cause a disturbance?
Or, because you don’t want people to think negatively about you? Or, because you don’t think you know
enough about the Christian faith? Pray for the courage to speak up and enter into a respectful dialogue
when the opportunity arises. Joyfully share your faith with others.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we have the courage to defend our faith when the opportunity arises.
The Per Capita amount for 2022 has been set at $42.00 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 4-3-2022
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 4-3-2022
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 4-3-2022
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 4-3-2022
Kirk Receipts week of 3-27-22 to 4-2-22
Mission giving week of 4-3-2022
Mission giving YTD as of 4-3-2022
Apportionment Needed 2022
Apportionment received YTD as of 4-3-2022

57 - 39 in sanctuary +
Approx. 18 virtual
$2,147.35*
$2,725.00
$30,062.90
$27,543.45
$1,485.00
$761.18
$60.00
$415.00
$7,182.00
$1,527.58

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship
together virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
April 10

MONDAY
April 11
TUESDAY
April 12
WEDNESDAY
April 13
THURSDAY
April 14
FRIDAY
April 15
SATURDAY
April 16
SUNDAY
April 17

Palm Sunday
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Retirement Luncheon for Pastor Lisa
9:00 am SPARKS
9:00 am Kirk Work Day

5:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
6:30 pm Maundy Thursday Service
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
6:30 pm Joint Good Friday Service (United Ministry)
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
Easter Sunday
6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service (Old Flats Cemetery)
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Easter Worship

