The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
April 3, 2022

10:30 a.m.
Fifth Sunday in Lent

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
Isaiah 43:19

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
“Jesus, Name Above All Names”
*Psalm Reading – Psalm 126

Hearn

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was
filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the
nations, “The Lord has done great things for them. “The Lord has done great things for us, and
we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negev. May those who sow in
tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall
come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.

*Hymn

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” verses 1, 3 & 5
O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer's praise!
The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace.

#610

Christ speaks, and listening to his voice new life the dead receive;
the mournful waken to rejoice, the poor in heart believe.
To God all glory, praise and love be now and ever given,
by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, Lent’s days are winding down, and we are no closer to having contrite hearts.
Our small complaints still loom large, and we don’t hurry to show mercy, or rush to be kind.
Forgive our hard hearts and deaf ears. Yet, Loving God, we come to you, trying to lose our
lives for the life you offer, seeking the wisdom of our brother Jesus, hoping to be blown
open by the Spirit. Create a new and right spirit within us we pray. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him;
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.
All glory to God. Amen.

*Choral Response

“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

#581

*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Anthem
Prayer for Illumination

“My Savior and My God”

Althouse

Ever-loving God, whose Word is life, and whose touch brings healing and salvation, make
your Word real to us now. Speak your presence in our hearts and lives, that we may know
the reality of your grace, and bear it to others in your name. Amen.

Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 43:16-21
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who brings out
chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about
to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people
whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.

Epistle Reading – Philippians 3:4b-14
… even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be
confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal,
a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that,
I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I
have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own,
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading – John 12:1-8
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised
from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at
the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet,
and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal
what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the
day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”

Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Something New?”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Apostles’ Creed
One: Together let us confess our faith in God.
All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father Almighty: from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Eucharist
Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
*Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

#606

*Prayer of Dedication
We worship you with all we have and all we are. Accept these gifts, we pray, as a token of
our confidence in Christ’s work among us. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Communion Hymn

“Feed Us, Lord”
Feed us, Lord. Feed us, Lord.
In the broken bread, be revealed again.
Come and feed our hearts, O Lord.
Quench us, Lord. Quench us, Lord.
On this thirsty ground, may your love flow down.
Come and quench our hearts, O Lord.
Fill us, Lord. Fill us, Lord,
with the bread and wine of the risen Christ.
Come and fill our hearts, O Lord.
Lead us, Lord. Lead us, Lord,
nourished here by Christ, given strength for life.
Come and lead our hearts, O Lord.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

Words of Institution

#501

Communion of the People
Using elements which you have prepared prior to the service, please follow as Pastor Lisa leads us in Communion.

Prayer after Communion
Almighty God, Redeemer of all who trust you, heed the cry of your people; deliver us from
the bondage of sin, that we may serve you in perfect freedom and rejoice in your unfailing
love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

*Hymn

“There is a Redeemer”
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son;
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.

#443

Thank you, O my Father, for giving us your Son,
and leaving your Spirit till the work on earth is done.

Refrain:

Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names,
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. (Refrain)
When I stand in glory, I will see his face;
there I'll serve my King forever in that holy place. (Refrain)

*Benediction
*The Sending

“Jesus, Remember Me”
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648
Congregational Meeting – All are invited to remain for the meeting.
Only those present in the Sanctuary may vote.

Thought for the Day: “Christ did not come into the world that we might understand him, but that we might
cling to him, that we might simply let ourselves be swept away by him into the immense event of the
resurrection.” —Dietrich Bonhoeffer

*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Minister
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Susie Little, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

April 3, 2022
God is always creating, always doing something new (Isaiah 43:18-19). Welcome to worship, where we
listen for the new word God has for us today.
(Prayer) God, open our hearts to your gospel message this day. Thank you for the privilege of hearing
your word with our faith family. Amen.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).
A CALL has been issued by the Session for a congregational meeting to occur immediately after church
today, April 3, 2022. The purpose of this meeting will be to elect an elder, vote on a nomination from the
floor for an additional audit committee member and for the dissolution of the pastoral relationship with
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays. No other business can be brought before the congregation at this meeting. As
NYS no longer accepts hybrid non-profit meetings, only in-person attendees may vote.
You are invited to a chicken and biscuit luncheon after church on April 10 (Palm Sunday) to wish
Pastor Lisa well in her retirement!
One Great Hour of Sharing is our mission focus for the Lenten season. It makes a difference in our
world by supporting Presbyterian outreach programs. The outreach programs include the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance program which works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after
devastation of natural and human caused disasters. Another is the Presbyterian Hunger Program which
takes action to alleviate hunger, care for the creation and systemic causes of poverty so that all may be
fed. The third is the Self-Development of People which invests in communities responding to their
experiences of oppression, poverty and injustice. Please consider supporting this worthy cause.
We will conclude our Lenten Evening Services this Wednesday, April 6 at 6:30pm. The service will be
virtual only. Please join us!
Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available outside the office and in the new
narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions!
The last Sunday in every month is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is
accepting non-perishable food items. You can also donate via https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or
give cash or check donations designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian
Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Stay connected with God!
Read Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment” graphic.
Check in for new moments!

THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “…For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so
much rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:8) The first commandment says that we should not
put other gods before the Lord. Sharing all of our gifts - our time in prayer, our talent in charitable works
and our treasure to support the Church helps us keep God first in everything. It helps us from putting
other gods before God. It helps us from becoming a slave to our possessions. It helps us to use our gifts
for the glory of God and not for the glory of ourselves.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we keep God first in everything and not put other gods before God.
The Per Capita amount for 2022 has been set at $42.00 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 3-27-2022
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 3-27-2022
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 3-27-2022
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 3-27-2022
Kirk Receipts week of 3-20-22 to 3-26-22
Mission giving week of 3-27-2022
Mission giving YTD as of 3-27-2022
Apportionment Needed 2022
Apportionment received YTD as of 3-27-2022

40 - 30 in sanctuary +
Approx. 10 virtual
$2,147.35*
$1,335.65
$27,915.55
$24,818.45
$1,465.00
$863.00
$15.00
$355.00
$7,182.00
$1,352.58

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship
together virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
April 3

MONDAY
April 4

TUESDAY
April 5
WEDNESDAY
April 6
THURSDAY
April 7
FRIDAY
April 8
SATURDAY
April 9
SUNDAY
April 10

Fifth Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Deacons Meeting
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship with Communion
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am SPARKS
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
5:30 pm Session Meeting
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
5:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Lenten Evening Service
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
9:00 am – 2:00 pm Kirk Thrift Store Open
Palm Sunday
9:45 am Sunday School
9:45 am Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Retirement Luncheon for Pastor Lisa

