First Presbyterian Church
September 1, 2019

All: And also with you.

9:30 a.m.

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Time for Small Disciples

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

Prayer for Illumination
"Has a nations changed its gods, even though they are no gods?" Jeremiah 2:11a

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Call to Worship (from the Psalter)
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays
*Hymn
“The Steadfast Love of the Lord”
#59
*Call to Confession
* Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have often failed to be an obedient
church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have
rebelled against your love. We have not loved our neighbors, and have
refused to hear the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray, and free us for
joyful obedience; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in
love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he
does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his
love for those who fear him.
All: As far as the east is from the west, so far has the Lord removed our
transgressions from us. Thanks be to God!

*Choral Response
*Passing of the Peace

“Glory to God”

One: The peace of Christ be with you.

#582

Draw us close, Holy Spirit, as the Scriptures are read and the Word is
proclaimed. Let the word of faith be on our lips and in our hearts, and let
all other words slip away. May there be one voice we hear today - the voice
of truth and grace. Amen.

Jeremiah 2:4-13

(page 699 OT in the pew Bible)

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“The Voice of Truth”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Hymn

“The God of Abraham Praise”

#49

*Affirmation of Faith
One: We believe in one God, who is Creator
All: Maker of all we see and all we don't see: Who is Ruler of the universe:
Source of all creation!
One: We believe in one God, who is Jesus Christ, God from God, Light from
Light, true God and true human. He is one with the Creator; the Word made
flesh, our Messiah: Savior of all creation!
All: We believe in one God, who is Holy Spirit, breath of God moving
among us; who is one with the Creator; one with the Christ; our
Comforter and our Guide from this time forth and forever more.

Presentation of Gifts and Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offertory

*Choral Response “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
*Prayer of Dedication

#608

Lord we give you thanks for your love toward us and for the community
of Christ. Build us up for your works, O God, and may our gifts
strengthen your kingdom in this place. In Jesus we pray. Amen.

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
…” forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
*Hymn
“Great God of Every Blessing”

#694

*Benediction
*Song on the Way “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (all verses)

#541

The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York

*Postlude
*You may stand

Thought for the Day: “The simplest toy, one which even the youngest child can operate,
is called a grandparent.” —Sam Levenson

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays
Music Director/ Organist: Billy Meredith
e-mail: office@fpcdelhi.org
Web Site: www.fpcdelhi.org

Liturgist: Elder Ed Furgol
Phone: (607) 746-2155
Fax # (607) 746-2156
4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753

First Presbyterian Church actively exists as the living body of Christ,
committed to growing in faithfulness to God, serving the whole human family
and welcoming all people into God’s love.

(Our Mission Statement)
SUNDAY
September 1

9:30 am Worship (Chapel)

MONDAY
September 2
TUESDAY
September 3
WEDNESDAY
September 4

Offices Closed in Observance of Labor Day

THURSDAY
September 5
FRIDAY
September 6
SATURDAY
September 7
SUNDAY
September 8

8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
5:30 pm Weight Watchers (Chapel)
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
5:15 pm Spiritual Fitness at the Manse
5:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Chapel & Sanctuary)
6:30 pm Session Meeting (Library)
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open!
10:30 am “Gentle” Yoga (Chapel)
9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open!

10:00 am Choir Gathers (Chapel)
10:30 am Worship with Communion (Sanctuary)
11:30 am Kick Off Pulled Pork Picnic
RR – Red Room; CR – Conference Room; FH – Fellowship Hall; N-Narthex;
BR – Blue Room; Nu – Nursery; NN-New Narthex; Ch – Chapel

The September - October Courier is available online and for pick up throughout the church.

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

Church Life: September 1, 2019
“Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of
Jacob” (Psalm 81:1, NRSV). Welcome!
“You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you shall be
blessed” (Psalm 128:2, ESV). God, may the primary fruit of our
labors be love.
A special welcome is extended to all who are visiting with us this morning. We hope that
your worship experience will be meaningful and enjoyable. If you are interested in learning
more about First Presbyterian Church or becoming a member of this congregation, please
speak with Pastor Lisa Ruth, the Church Office or any Elder.
COFFEE will be hosted today by Tom Philion before worship outside the Chapel. EVERYONE
is invited to enjoy a coffee during worship. Please join us this morning!
The FLOWERS are given by David and Nancy Althaus in memory of loved ones.
The TRUSTEES responsible for counting today are Joe Cantwell and Jackie Clark. The
Trustees responsible for counting on September 8 are Joe Maxwell and Ed Goff.
The last Sunday of each month is a Bountiful Giving Sunday! Offerings of sustaining food
will be given to the Delhi Food Bank. “for I was hungry and you gave me food … ” Matthew
25:35a
Ladies Lunch at Crossroads is the third Wednesday of each month at 1:00 pm. Please join
us Wednesday, September 18.
Monday evening Spiritual Fitness each week at the manse at 5:30.
All are welcome – join anytime!
Looking ahead - Mark your calendars!
Worship – 9:30 am FPC Chapel – September 1
Worship – 10:30 am Sanctuary – September 8
Congregational Pulled Pork Picnic – Following Worship September 8
The manse phone (607-746-3171) is now in use in case of emergency. Calling or texting
Pastor Lisa’s cell phone is the best way to reach her.

Mission Focus - Over the last several months the mission
committee has focused our giving on Village Hope Partnership.
We have reached our goal of sponsorship of a village which
costs $3000.00. We have collected a total $1,914.36 this year
(includes $83.36 donated by VBS) toward that goal. Village Hope Partnership is committed
to improving life for people in villages where key resources do not exist. Thank you for all
your generous giving.
The Kirk Thrift Shoppe needs your help! Willing
workers are needed Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays from 9 - 2. Contact Nancy Lee or Betty
Bell to offer some of your time so the great success
of the Kirk Thrift Shoppe can continue. Any time you
can offer in service will be greatly appreciated!

CE would like to thank everyone who helped this year for VBS. Our trip to the rainforest
was a huge success. Our God sighting wall has moved to the hospitality room (back of
sanctuary). Take some time and enjoy what the children have shared. On September 8th
we will recognize all our volunteers during church. Please join us.
On September 8th at 9:45 all parents and children are invited to discuss activities for the
year. This is also Kick Off Sunday.
The SPARKS Bible Study Fellowship will resume meeting on Wednesday morning,
September 11, at 8 am in the church library. All are welcome as we study Simplicity and
Silence, lesson 4. Books are available in the church office.
2019 Flower sign up is on the bulletin board across from the office. If you would like to offer
flowers for worship on a Sunday, please sign up on the poster or give the church office a
call. Thank you!

The Kirk is in need of clean, unprinted packing
paper. It may be dropped off in the donation bins.
Thoughts on Giving: “Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you." (Luke
14:13-14) We have a difficult time with the concept of giving without expecting something
in return. Even when we give to charity we often want something in return – a raffle ticket,
a dinner, a chance to play golf or our name in print. Yet, as Christian stewards, we need to
remember that the true reward for our giving awaits us in heaven.
Stewardship Prayer: That we realize generous giving means sharing with those who cannot
repay us.
The Per Capita amount for 2019 has been set at $39.05 per member.
Attendance week of 8-25-19
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 8-25-19
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 8-25-19
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 8-25-19
Kirk Receipts week of 8-18 to 8-24-19
Mission giving week of 8-25-19
Mission giving YTD as of 8-25-19
Apportionment Needed 2019
Apportionment received YTD as of 8-25-19

We will return to regular 10:30am worship in the Sanctuary on September 8th with Kickoff
Sunday. Communion will also be served that day.
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$3,912.00
$2,322.00
$133,008.00
$66,402.86
$3,178.00
$523.94
$255.00
$3,655.00
$7,107.10
$2,113.35

Anyone wishing to host coffee hour this fall, please contact Janet Maxwell. There are still
several dates open!

September Prayer Focus:
Those who live alone or suffer loneliness

