The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
September 13, 2020

10:30 a.m.

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
This service will be recorded. All chat messages will be displayed in the recording.
By staying in this meeting you consent to be recorded.

“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.” Exodus 14:21

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
Call to Worship (from Psalm 114)
When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel his dominion.
The sea looked and fled; Jordan turned back. The mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs.
Why is it, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?
O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like lambs?
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob, who
turns the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a spring of water.

Hymn

“Our God Is an Awesome God”

#616

Our God is an awesome God who reigns from heaven above with wisdom, power, and love;
our God is an awesome God!

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Powerful and gracious Lord, you are mighty in deed on behalf of your people; how easily
we forget your greatness. You rescue, deliver, and save your people; how hard we try to
save ourselves. You are strong and we are weak; how conveniently we turn that around in
our thinking and in our actions. Forgive us, Lord, for our confusion. Help us to surrender
our lives to your sovereignty that we may be renewed in heart and mind to the glory of your
greatness. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
All: God, you are among us with your love and your healing power. You have created a new
creation out of us in the death of Christ for our sake. To Father, Son, and Spirit we give
endless praise and thanks. Amen!

Choral Response

“Gloria Patri”
#581
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning is now
and ever shall be; world without end! Amen. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude
Prayer for Illumination

Billy Meredith

Blessed Lord, who caused the scriptures to be written for our learning, grant us so to hear
them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the hope of eternal life. Amen.

Exodus 14:19-31
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar
of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt
and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not
come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The
Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and
chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them
against Egypt.’ Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it,
the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them
remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians.
So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Stretch Out Your Hand”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Hymn

“Song of Moses”
(from Exodus 15)
I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into
the sea. The Lord is my strength and my might, and he has become my salvation; this is my
God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a warrior; the
Lord is his name.
Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power - your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy.
In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; you sent out your fury, it
consumed them like stubble. At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, the floods
stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.
The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its
fill of them. I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.” You blew with your wind,
the sea covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters.

Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome
in splendor, doing wonders? I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse
and rider he has thrown into the sea!

Unison Prayer
Mighty God, you spoke to your people in the pillar of cloud as they walked together in the
wilderness. Speak to us through your Word today, that we may hear you calling us out of
the wilderness places in our lives and into new places you have promised to show us. In
the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

Presentation of Gifts and Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

#606

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above
ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
We sing our thanks and praise to you, O God, abounding in grace. Bless these gifts, we
pray, so others may know the abundant life you offer us in Jesus Christ. Amen.
“Sanctuary”
#701
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true. With thanksgiving, I’ll be a
living sanctuary for you.

Prayer Hymn

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

Hymn

“The Lord is God”

#63

The Lord is God, the Lord alone! Give honor, thanks, and praise to God,
the maker of all things and giver of our days.
With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and might,
O people, love the Lord your God, the source of truth and light.
At night or day, at home, away, together and apart,
O children, take these holy words and keep them in your heart.
The Lord is God, the Lord alone! Give honor, thanks, and praise to God,
the maker of all things and giver of our days.

Benediction
Song on the Way

“Lead Us, Lord” (sung to the tune of “Feed Us, Lord”)

Lead us, Lord. Lead us, Lord, nourished here by Christ, given strength for life.
Come and lead our hearts, O Lord.
Send us, Lord. Send us, Lord. With your love to share, send us everywhere
as you lead our hearts, O Lord.

#501

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “When we long for life without difficulties, remind us that oaks grow strong in
contrary winds and diamonds are made under pressure.” —Peter Marshall
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Elder Joe Weaver, Liturgist
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September 13, 2020
Welcome to worship and Christian education, a time to reconnect and form new connections. May the
Lord enrich our time together.
Lord, you guided Israel with fire and cloud; we see your direction for us too: through prayer, wise friends
and here in worship. Thank you!
A special welcome is extended to all who are visiting with us this morning. We hope that your worship
experience will be meaningful and enjoyable. If you are interested in learning more about First
Presbyterian Church or becoming a member of this congregation, please speak with Pastor Lisa Ruth,
the Church Office or any Elder.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering , or by regular USPS mail service (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY
13753).
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for
this event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or
camp.
Some members of the church and church youth group will be participating in the Out of the Darkness
suicide prevention walk in September. Please consider making a donation to this important mission of
our church. Checks can be made payable to the First Presbyterian Church with a note in the memo for
Out of the Darkness mission. We will be collecting this mission giving through October 4th. Thanks
in advance for your ongoing mission support. Your donations bring education programs to our schools
and communities nationwide.
The last Sunday of each month is BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. Only cash donations can be accepted
from donors at any site providing emergency food pantries in Delaware County. We ask that you please hold
your food solid donations until the restrictions are lifted. The food already at the closed church will be forwarded
at that time. We recommend online https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering and cash donations, designated for
food bank, in the meantime. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church. Checks may be mailed via
regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.

Please be aware that the church building is not fully open and access is limited at the present
time. We are currently keeping the back door locked, even during office hours and will not always be
aware if someone is at the door. If you need to enter the building during office hours, please call the
church ahead of time (607-746-2155) and speak with Darcy or Pastor Lisa who will be able to let you in.
Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. Several new moments each week!
The September/October Courier and Devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available
outside the office and on the table of the gazebo in a box. Please take one for your daily devotions touching
only those you intend to take with you. Please respect all social distancing rules during pick up.
If you do not have access to internet or cell phone or computer and would like to have a hymnal and
bulletin delivered to you, please contact Pastor Lisa or the church office and we will arrange to have a
hymnal left at your door.
Monday evening Spiritual Fitness will be studying the book of Acts beginning September 21. The group
will now be meeting at 4:30pm on Monday evenings. All are welcome to join in the new study! Please
contact Pastor Lisa in advance if you would like to attend virtually.
Volunteers are desperately needed for receiving and pricing and/or working in the store when it is open.
Other needs are taking surplus to the dump or a donation receiving location once a week. We continue
to need handle bags of all sizes as well.
Extra garden produce? Don’t let it go to waste! The Delhi Food
Bank and the Delhi Senior Center will both happily take your
excess to share with the community.
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then,
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.” (Romans 14:8). This is the essence of stewardship – everything
we have and everything we are is a gift from God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely
“stewards” of the gifts that God has given us, especially our very own lives. Pray to God daily and ask
Him how He is calling you to live the life that He intended for you.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we recognize everything we have and everything we are is a gift from
God, including our very own lives.
The Per Capita amount for 2020 has been set at $40.55 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 9-6-20
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 9-6-20
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 9-6-20
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 9-6-20
Kirk Receipts week of 8-30 to 9-5
Mission giving week of 9-6-20
Mission giving YTD as of 9-6-20
Apportionment Needed 2020
Apportionment received YTD as of 9-6-20

55 - 27 in sanctuary +
Approx. 28 virtual
$2,245.00*
$2,712.00
$80,820.00
$72,892.28
$4,791.00
$754.20
$65.00
$2,250.00
$7,380.10
$2,071.20

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.
We appreciate everyone’s patience and flexibility in these times of new approaches and limitations. Thank
you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship together
virtually and in person!

