The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
December 6, 2020

10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion & Second Sunday of Advent
This service will be recorded. All chat messages will be displayed in the
recording. By staying in this meeting you consent to be recorded.

"He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his
arms..." Isaiah 40:11

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
“Prepare the Way of the Lord”

#95

Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all peoples will see the salvation of our God.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the
promises of God with prayer. We light this candle in hope. We light this candle for peace.
Hear God’s promise of peace from Isaiah 11:1-10:
Faithful God, you are at work to restore all of creation in its intended harmony. Give us
your shalom that we may be reconciled to all enemies in the peace that passes all
understanding through Christ Jesus our Lord. God of promise, God of hope, into our
darkness come.

Hymn

“Wait for the Lord”

#90

Wait for the Lord whose day is near. Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart!

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Loving God, the voice in the wilderness cries out to us: “prepare the way of the Lord!” We confess
we spend our time and energy preparing our house and home to celebrate Christmas; we are too
busy to prepare a place in our hearts. Forgive us merciful God. Help us to keep our minds and
wills fixed on the great news of salvation. Guide us to seek first the One who is to be born in us.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
We cannot forget that God loves us very much. God loves us enough to forgive us again and
again. God loves us so much that God lived among us, died, and rose again that we might be
forgiven and free from the power of sin.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.

Choral Response

“Glory to God”
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest!
Glory to God, glory to God, alleluia, alleluia!

#583

Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Interlude
Prayer for Illumination

Billy Meredith

God of all peace and joy, send your Spirit to this place to bless this our reading and hearing
of your Word. May it be a lamp to our feet and a light unto our path as we travel the road
through Advent. Amen.

Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall
be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like
the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon
it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will
stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah,
‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight” ’, John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist,
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
Leader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Comfort, My People”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Affirmation of Faith - Apostles’ Creed
One: Let us confess our faith in God.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The
third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Eucharist
Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
#606
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above ye
heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Lord, all of the earth is yours, the world and all who live in it. You have entrusted us with
gifts and asked us to use our gifts to build your kingdom. With thanks and praise we
respond to that call. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Hymn

“Bread of the World in Mercy Broken”

#499

Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed,
by whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead:
look on the heart by sorrow broken; look on the tears by sinners shed;
so may your feast become the token that by your grace our souls are fed.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

Words of Institution
Communion of the People
Using elements which you have prepared prior to the service, please follow as Pastor Lisa leads us in Communion.

Prayer after Communion
God of our salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts and smooth the paths
made rough by sin. Keep our conduct blameless, keep our hearts watchful in holiness, and
bring to perfection the good you have begun in us. We ask this through him whose coming
is certain, whose day draws near; your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

Hymn

#260

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone!
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by his blood."

Benediction
Song on the Way

“O Come, O come Emmanuel” verses 1 & 7

#88

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648

Thought for the Day: “Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for Jesus.”
—Neal A. Maxwell
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Elder Kevin Lee, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

December 6, 2020
“Stir up your might, and come to save us!” prayed the psalmist (Psalm 80:2, NRSV). Welcome to worship
in Advent, as we await our Savior.
In this Advent time of waiting, we wait now to hear a word from you, dear Lord.
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for
this event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or
camp.
Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail service (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY
13753).
Wreath orders are due in the office by TOMORROW, December 7!

Angel Tree gifts must be delivered to the church TODAY and left unwrapped. Thank you to everybody
who helped with this project!
We regret to announce that for safety reasons we have decided to cancel the December 13th Ugly
Sweater Advent Open House event that was announced in the Courier.
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will not be held as announced in the Courier. For safety reasons
this year we will be pre-filming a Christmas Eve service that will be available for you to watch at home.
Though it is disappointing to lose that time together as a congregation, it is more important that we love
each other enough to adapt and make sacrifices to keep one another safe. We will try to give you a very
special experience this year!
Dear Friends, I want to invite you to a very special event for Advent. On Sunday afternoon at 5 PM on
Dec 13 in the Sanctuary, I will be sharing a delightful musical on video for children and children of all ages.
"Amahl and the Night Visitors" is a unique story about a boy and his widowed mother set in the time of
Jesus' birth. It runs only 45 minutes, but I assure you, you will be very glad to see this touching "Christmas"
story. All COVID protocols will be in place. - Pastor Lisa
Monday evening Spiritual Fitness is on pause for the time being. When the group is ready to resume
studying the book of Acts there will be notifications in the Church Life.
The last Sunday of every month is BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is again
accepting non-perishable food items, which will be quarantined for a week before being made available.
They also will be happy to receive monetary donations for bread, milk and other fresh items. You can donate
online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or give cash or check donations designated for the food bank.
Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church. Checks may also be mailed via regular mail to the
church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
Please be aware that the church building is not fully open and access is limited at the present time.
We are currently keeping the back door locked, even during office hours and will not always be aware if
someone is at the door. If you need to enter the building during office hours, please call the church ahead of
time (607-746-2155) and speak with Darcy or Pastor Lisa who will be able to let you in.
Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. New moments each week!
Advent Devotionals, the November-December Courier and Devotional booklets (Upper Room and
Daily Bread) are available outside the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions
touching only those you intend to take with you.
If you do not have access to internet or cell phone or computer and would like to have a hymnal and bulletin
delivered to you, please contact Pastor Lisa or the church office and we will arrange to have a hymnal left at
your door.
Volunteers are desperately needed at the Kirk Thrift Store for receiving and pricing and/or working in
the store when it is open. Other needs are taking surplus to the dump or a donation receiving location
once a week. We also are in need of any and all PAPER BAGS you could donate, with or without handles.
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “Prepare the way of the Lord…” - Mark 1:3. We are all called to live a holy life.
We are all called to invite others to live holy lives. Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful and
generous with our gifts, puts us on the path to holiness and is an example for others to be holy, too. We
are responsible not only for our own lives, but for the lives of others as well.

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: That we are called to live holy lives and invite others to do the same.
The Per Capita amount for 2020 has been set at $40.55 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 11-29-20
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 11-29-20
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 11-29-20
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 11-29-20
Kirk Receipts week of 11-22 to 11-28
Mission giving week of 11-29-20
Mission giving YTD as of 11-29-20
Apportionment Needed 2020
Apportionment received YTD as of 11-29-20

58 - 29 in sanctuary +
Approx. 29 virtual
$2,245.00*
$1,072.00
$107,760.00
$96,750.53
$6,441.00
$918.83
$8.00
$2,507.00
$7,380.10
$2,448.95

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

We appreciate everyone’s patience and flexibility in these times of new approaches and limitations. Thank
you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship together
virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
December 6

MONDAY
December 7

TUESDAY
December 8
WEDNESDAY
December 9
THURSDAY
December 10

FRIDAY
December 11

SATURDAY
December 12
SUNDAY
December 13

Second Sunday of Advent – Peace
Angel Tree Gifts Due (Unwrapped)!
9:30 am Deacons Meeting
9:45 am Bells rehearsal
10:30 am Worship with Communion
Wreath Orders Due!
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am SPARKS (Hospitality Room)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
7:00 pm Prayer Service (Virtual)
7:30 am – 3:00 pm Clinton-Bell Learning Group (Chapel)
8:30 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations Preschool (CE Wing)
9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open!
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations accepted
9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open!
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations accepted
Third Sunday of Advent – Joy
9:45 am Bells rehearsal
10:30 am Worship with Communion
5:00 pm “Amahl and the Night Visitors” (Sanctuary)

