First Presbyterian Church
April 28, 2019

10:30 a.m.
Second Sunday of Easter

“But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:31

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
“Alleluia”

Chancel Choir

*Call to Worship (Psalm 118)
Leader: The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.
People: The right hand of the LORD is exalted, the right hand of the LORD
does valiantly!"
Leader: I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.
People: The LORD has chastened me sorely, but he has not given me over to
death.
Leader: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.
People: This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.
Leader: The stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner.
People: This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
Leader: This is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in
it.
People: Save us, we beseech thee, O LORD! O LORD, we beseech thee, give
us success!
Leader: The LORD is God, and he has given us the light.
People: Thou art my God, and I will give thanks to thee; thou art my God, I
will extol thee.
Unison: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love
endures forever!
*Hymn
“Go to Dark Gethsemane”
#220

*Call to Confession
*Unison Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father, we know we are quick to see the sins of others but slow
to recognize our own transgressions. We confess that we want others to
live by the Law but for ourselves we want your mercy and grace. Help us to

completely forgive others as you have forgiven us. Help us to understand
that nothing we can DO can absolve us of our sins. Show us that we must
accept the gift you gave to absolve us of our sins and to give us eternal life.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ Your Son and our Savior. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, we continue to celebrate the resurrection of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. He gave His life for us on the cross so that we might escape the
punishment for our sins. He rose from the grave so that we might have
eternal life.
All: Through the life and death of Jesus and through the mercy and grace
of God the Father we have Salvation and Eternal Life. Amen.
*Choral Response
“The Gloria”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost!
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be!
World without end! Amen! Amen!

*Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Time for Small Disciples

“Which Way?”

Ralph Bressler

“We Will Glorify the King of Kings”
Chancel Choir

Anthem
Prayer for Illumination
John 20:19-31
Acts 5:27-32

by Paris
Ralph Bressler

(page 115 NT in the pew Bible)
(page 123 NT in the pew Bible)

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Sermon
“About Face”

Ralph Bressler

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Hymn
“These Things Did Thomas Count As Real”
*Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed
One: Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

#256

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Presentation of Gifts and Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offertory
*Choral Response
“The Doxology”
*Prayer of Dedication
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer

The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York

#606

…” forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
*Hymn

“On Jordan’s Stormy Banks”

INSERT

*Benediction
*Song on the Way

“Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks” (refrain only)

#240

*Postlude
*You may stand
Thought for today: “Spring is nature's way of saying, ‘Let's party!’” —Robin Williams

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays
Guest Speaker: Ralph Bressler
Music Director/ Organist: Billy Meredith
e-mail: office@fpcdelhi.org
Web Site: www.fpcdelhi.org

Liturgist: Elder Ed Furgol
Phone: (607) 746-2155
Fax # (607) 746-2156
4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753

First Presbyterian Church actively exists as the living body of Christ,
committed to growing in faithfulness to God, serving the whole human family
and welcoming all people into God’s love.
(Our Mission Statement)

SUNDAY
April 28

MONDAY
April 29
TUESDAY
April 30
WEDNESDAY
May 1
THURSDAY
May 2
FRIDAY
May 3
SATURDAY
May 4
SUNDAY
May 5

BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY
10:00 am Choir Gathers (Chapel)
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour (FH)
11:30 am Sunday School Bowling Event departs
4:00 pm Boy Scout Troop Meeting (FH)
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, Nu, BR)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am Monday Bridge (NN)
3:45 pm SPARKS Bible Study Fellowship (Library)
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, Nu, BR)
5:30 pm Weight Watchers (Ch)
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, Nu, BR)
4:30 pm A Pealing Sound Rehearsal (Sanctuary and Chapel)
5:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
6:30 pm Session Meeting (Library)
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, Nu, BR)
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am Kirk Volunteers Meeting (FH)
8:30 am Little Inspirations Preschool (RR, Nu, BR)
9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open!
10:00 am Gentle Yoga (Chapel)
9:00 am – 2:00 pm The Kirk Thrift Shoppe open!

9:30 am Deacons Meeting (Library)
9:45 am Sunday School (CR)
10:00 am Choir Gathers (Chapel)
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Cinco de Mayo Dish to Pass Dinner (FH)
3:00 pm Girl Scout Troop Meeting (FH)
RR – Red Room; CR – Conference Room; FH – Fellowship Hall; N-Narthex;
BR – Blue Room; Nu – Nursery; NN-New Narthex; Ch – Chapel

Cinco de Mayo Dish to Pass celebration after church on May 5th. Bring
your favorite Mexican inspired dish to share and your own table setting.
Wear your sombrero! Drinks will be provided.

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

Church Life: April 28, 2019
Welcome to worship and Christian fellowship at First
Presbyterian Church. May you be as blessed through this
service as we are by your presence.
Help me, “my Lord and my God” (John 20:28), to be as honest about my doubts as Thomas
was, that those doubts might be the seeds of true belief.
A special welcome is extended to all who are visiting with us this morning. We hope that
your worship experience will be meaningful and enjoyable. If you are interested in learning
more about First Presbyterian Church or becoming a member of this congregation, please
speak with Pastor Lisa Ruth, the Church Office or any Elder.
Today we welcome Ralph Bressler to our pulpit. Ralph writes, “My wife and I are currently
members of the Vine and Branch Free Methodist Church in Liberty, NY. I serve on the church
board and my wife is a member of the Congregational Care team. We are both members of
the Worship Team (choir). We were members of the Presbyterian Church for over 50 years
both locally and in Setaucket, NY. I served as an elder and deacon from age 19 until we
changed denominations. My wife served as a deacon. We have always been involved in the
music ministry. I have been preaching for more than 30 years. We met in high school, dated
and were married after my wife graduated from college. We have three children and 8
grandchildren. I taught math and science in the public schools at the secondary level for 36
years; 29 of them in Liberty. I am now teaching again in the Liberty district. I have coached
running for 30 years including cross country, indoor track and spring track. I continue to
coach in Liberty even though I have retired from teaching. I have been an Emergency
Medical Technician for 34 years serving as a volunteer on our local corps. My wife and I both
enjoy hiking anywhere but especially in the Catskills.”
We are thankful Ralph is leading us in worship and fellowship this morning!
COFFEE HOUR will be hosted today in the Fellowship Hall by Heather Rosa and Donna Burgin
immediately following the Worship Service. EVERYONE is invited to this time of fellowship.
Please join us this morning!
The TRUSTEES responsible for counting today are Tom Little and Ed Goff. The Trustees
responsible for counting on May 5 are Joe Maxwell and Ed Goff.

There are still a few spots remaining for volunteers to teach Children's Sunday School.
Please see Carolyn Massey or call the church office.
The SPARKS Bible Study Fellowship meets each Mondays at 3:45 here at First Presbyterian
Church in the Library. The current study is on Simplicity and Silence. Consider joining the
group in fellowship, prayer and study. All are welcome!
The Per Capita amount for 2019 has been set at $39.05 per member.
May is Media Madness Month! All videos, CD's,
DVD's, VHS tapes, records, audiobooks are 50% off!
We have a huge selection of entertainment that will
put a song in your heart, a smile on your face, and
provide hours of entertainment for family and
friends. Stop by often as our inventory changes
weekly!
There will be a meeting of Kirk Workers on Thursday, May 2 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship
Hall. Everyone is welcome!
The Kirk Thrift Shoppe needs your help! If you have a few hours to spare on Mondays or
Thursday mornings to help in sorting and carrying, it would be greatly appreciated! Contact
Nancy Mable or Pam Thompson to offer some of your time.
Card Shower – Let us help Joan LaFever celebrate her 80th Birthday on April 30 by sending
her birthday wishes. Cards may be sent to: Mrs. Joan LaFever, Robinson Terrace, 28652
State Hwy 23, Courtyard Rm 1A, Stamford, NY 12167.

April Prayer Focus: Those Struggling with Medical Expenses
May Prayer Focus: Those struggling with depression,
anxiety and bullying
Looking ahead - Mark your calendars!
Bowling at Vasta’s Miracle Lanes, Stamford, NY – April 28
Fellowship Dish to Pass Dinner with Cinco de Mayo theme – May 5
Children’s Day with Mother’s Day – May 12
Joint Meeting of Session, Deacons and Trustees – May 15 at 6:30 pm
Pentecost Sunday with Communion (wear red!) – June 9
Trinity Sunday, Father’s Day, – June 16
Music Ministry Sunday – June 23

TODAY is a Bountiful Giving Sunday – the last Sunday of
each month! Offerings of sustaining food will be placed in
the front of the sanctuary. Meal type soups and stews are
especially needed at the Delhi Food Bank.
On Sunday May 5th Pastor Lisa will begin a Sermon Series that will conclude on June 9th –
Pentecost Sunday. The series will be on “The Great Ends of the Church” as listed in the
“Foundations” chapters in our Presbyterians Constitution. If you are not sure what it means to
be the Church, or are wondering about your part in Christ’s Church, you may find some
clarification from this series. See you in worship! Pastor Lisa
The Trustees are looking for someone to mow and trim the Flats Cemetery this summer. Please
contact Sarah Philion or any trustee if interested.
2019 Flower sign up is on the bulletin board across from the office. If you would like to offer
flowers for worship on a Sunday, please sign up on the poster or give the church office a call.
Thank you!
Thoughts on Giving: “Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.’” (John 20:21)
Peace – the first gift of the risen Lord. Just as Jesus sent the apostles out into the world, so too,
He sends us. As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be grateful and generous. Look for
opportunities to share His peace, not only within our local church boundaries, but outside of
them as well. In giving, we receive the peace of Jesus Christ.
Stewardship Prayer: That we look for opportunities to share God’s peace inside and outside of
the boundaries of our church.
Attendance week of 4-21-19
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 4-21-19
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 4-21-19
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 4-21-19
Kirk Receipts week of 4-14 to 4-20-19
Mission giving week of 4-21-19
Mission giving YTD as of 4-21-19
Apportionment Needed 2019
Apportionment received YTD as of 4-21-19

84
$3,912.00
$1,836.00
$61,592.00
$35,500.05
$1,113.00
$399.58
$31.00
$1,992.00
$7,107.10
$1,779.80

You Are Invited! Representatives from Smith Barney will be at the May 15 joint meeting of the
Trustees, Deacons and the Session at 6:30 p.m. All are invited and urged to attend.
Ladies Lunch at Crossroads is the third Wednesday of each month at 1:00 pm. Please join us
on May 15.

