The First Presbyterian Church
Delhi, New York
September 26, 2021

10:30 a.m.

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost
"Our help is in the name of ADONAI, the maker of heaven and earth." Psalm 124:8

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Prelude
Welcome and Church Life Notes
Introit
“Father, I Adore You”
*Psalm Reading (Psalm 124)
Group 1: If Adonai hadn’t been for us - let Isra’el repeat it —
Group 2: If Adonai hadn’t been for us when people rose to attack us, then, when their anger
blazed against us, they would have swallowed us alive!
Group 1: Then the water would have engulfed us, the torrent would have swept over us.
Yes, the raging water would have swept right over us.
Group 2: Blessed be Adonai, who did not leave us to be a prey for their teeth! We escaped
like a bird from the hunter’s trap; the trap is broken, and we have escaped.
All: Our help is in the name of Adonai, the maker of heaven and earth.

*Hymn

“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”
Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; join me in glad adoration!

#35

Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e'er have been granted in what he ordaineth?
Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again; gladly for aye we adore him.

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Lord, we confess we honor you with our lips, but our hearts are far from you. Have mercy
on us, we pray. We are distracted and caught up in our plans, we do not make time to sit
and listen to your voice. We fill our heads and our hearts according to worldly values and
leave you, O holy God, in last place. We ask for your forgiveness in the name of the One
who died for us. Amen.
(A moment for silent personal prayer of confession)

Assurance of Pardon
The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always
accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear
him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
Thanks be to the Lord!

*Choral Response

“Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. Amen.
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*Sharing the Peace
One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
Anthem
Prayer for Illumination

“Lord God, Almighty”

Huisman

Mighty God, you spoke to your people in the pillar of cloud as they walked together in the
wilderness. Speak to us through your Word today, that we may hear you calling us out of
the wilderness places in our lives and into new places you have promised to show us. In
the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22
So the king and Haman went to Queen Ester’s banquet; and the king again said to Ester at the
wine banquet, “Whatever your request, Queen Ester, you will be granted it; whatever you want,
up to half the kingdom, it will be done.” Ester the queen answered, “If I have won your favor, king,
and if it pleases the king, then what I ask be given me is my own life and the lives of my people. For
we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, killed, exterminated. If we had only been
sold as men- and women-slaves, I would have remained quiet; since then our trouble would not
have been worth the damage it would have caused the king to alter the situation.” King
Achashverosh asked Ester the queen, “Who is he? Where is the man who dared to do such a
thing?” Ester said, “A ruthless enemy — it’s this wicked Haman!” Haman stood aghast, terrified
before the king and queen.
Harvonah, one of the king’s attendants, said, “Look! The gallows seventy-five feet high that Haman
made for Mordekhai, who spoke only good for the king, is standing at Haman’s house.” The king
said, “Hang him on it.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows he had prepared for Mordekhai.
Then the king’s anger subsided.
Mordekhai recorded these events and sent letters to all the Jews in all the provinces of King
Achashverosh, both near and far, instructing them to observe the fourteenth day of the month of
Adar and the fifteenth day, every year, to commemorate the days on which the Jews obtained rest
from their enemies and the month which for them was turned from sorrow into gladness and from
mourning into a holiday; they were to make them days of celebrating and rejoicing, sending
portions of food to each other and giving gifts to the poor.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

“Present and Active”

Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*Hymn

“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” verses 1, 3 & 5
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
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People and realms of every tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his name.
Let every creature rise and bring honors peculiar to our King;
angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud Amen!

*Heidelberg Confession – Lord’s Day 23 (continued)
Why do you say that you are righteous by faith alone?
Not because I please God by virtue of the worthiness of my faith, but because the
satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ alone are my righteousness before God,
and because I can accept it and make it mine in no other way than by faith alone.

Presentation of Gifts & Offerings
Call to the Offering
Offerings may be made online at https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or by USPS mail service.

Offertory
*Choral Response

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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*Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, make our hearts and our hands generous as we give to you our gifts and
tithes. May our giving help to make Christ know among our neighbors, and in the world
around us. Amen.

Prayer Hymn

“Sanctuary”
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

#701

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
… “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”

*Hymn

“Come! Live in the Light!” verses 1 & 2
Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom
of the city of God.
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We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly;
we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

Refrain:

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and violence
will be no more. (Refrain)

*Benediction
*The Sending

“God Be with You Till We Meet Again”
God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd's care enfold you: God be with you till we meet again.
God be with you till we meet again; unseen wings protecting hide you,
daily manna still provide you: God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude
CCLI License # 275648
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Thought for the Day: “If you want the peace that passes understanding, you’re going to have to give up
your right to understanding. It’s called trust.” —Bill Johnson
*****
Leading us in worship this morning:
Rev. Dr. Lisa Ruth Mays, Pastor
Billy Meredith, Music Director
Renee Maxwell, Liturgist

First Presbyterian Church
of Delhi, New York

September 26, 2021
As our Creator designed green leaves to turn fiery yellow, orange and red, may today’s worship rekindle
your faith with the fire of the Holy Spirit. Welcome.
(Prayer) Loving Spirit, we pray for all who are gathered for this worship service. May each of us hear from
you what we most need in order to grow in faith, hope and love. Amen.
If you are joining us in the Sanctuary this morning, we thank you for following all protocols for this
event. We continue to offer virtual worship for those wishing to worship from home, phone or camp.

Your tithes and offerings may be made online via PayPal, click the donate button at
https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering, or by regular USPS mail (4 Clinton Street, Delhi, NY 13753).
THE FLOWERS given this week are in memory of Evelyn Dickson from her children and
grandchildren.
Have you ever thought about serving as a Liturgist in worship? It is a very important way to serve
God and serve others, and it isn't as scary as it seems. It is more than "just reading" from the bulletin. You
are actually leading in the holy worship of God, something every Christian is called to do. Pastor Lisa
would like to offer training necessary for any interested people. Please contact Darcy or Pastor Lisa if you
want more info or are ready to step out in ministry.
Sunday School will be resuming on Sunday, October 17th from 9:45 to 10:20 am! For the rest of 2021
Sunday School will meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month. If you have any questions or are interested in
having your child attend, please get in touch with Darcy in the office, or speak with Tammi Tully.
Today is a BOUNTIFUL GIVING SUNDAY. The Delhi Food Pantry is accepting non-perishable food
items. You can also donate via https://fpcdelhi.org/content/offering or give cash or check donations
designated for the food bank. Please make checks out to First Presbyterian Church. Checks may also be
mailed via regular mail to the church at 4 Clinton Street, Delhi NY 13753.
The September-October Courier and devotional booklets (Upper Room and Daily Bread) are available
outside the office and in the new narthex. Please take one for your daily devotions!

Stay connected with God!
Check out Pastor Lisa’s Ministry Moments by clicking on the “Ministry Moment”
graphic. New moments each week!
THOUGHTS ON GIVING: “Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ,
amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward.” (Mark 9:41) We are made in God’s image and
likeness. We tend to forget this. When you look at others, do you see the face of Jesus in them? When
others look at you, do they see the face of Jesus in you? When we realize that all lives matter to God,
then gratitude and generously become easier. Why? Because that’s the way we are made! We are one
Body of Christ; when one of us is hurting, all of us feel the pain.
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER: Remembering that we will be judged by what we do for the least among us,
may we give generously and joyfully to support all those in need.
The Per Capita amount for 2021 has been set at $40.58 per member.
Virtual and Sanctuary Attendance
Sunday 9-19-2021
The amount needed each week
The amount given week of 9-19-2021
The amount needed year-to-date
The amount given YTD as of 9-19-2021
Fuel Fund given YTD as of 9-19-2021
Kirk Receipts week of 9-12-21 to 9-18-21
Mission giving week of 9-19-2021
Mission giving YTD as of 9-19-2021
Apportionment Needed 2021
Apportionment received YTD as of 9-19-2021

43 - 25 in sanctuary +
Approx. 18 virtual
$2,075.85*
$1,194.00
$78,882.30
$74,858.63
$5,265.00
$1,103.03
$15.00
$1,841.84
$7,223.24
$1,913.50

*The amount needed each week is total expenses minus budgeted savings transfers.

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep yourself and others safe as we worship and fellowship
together virtually and in person!

SUNDAY
September 26

MONDAY
September 27
TUESDAY
September 28
WEDNESDAY
September 29

THURSDAY
September 30
FRIDAY
October 1
SATURDAY
October 2
SUNDAY
October 3

Bountiful Giving Sunday & Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:45 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship
1:00 pm Out of the Darkness Walk
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
4:30 pm Delhi Clergy Association Meeting
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
4:00 pm Kirk Meeting
5:00 pm Mission Committee Meeting
5:15 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Work Day
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Little Inspirations
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
Delhi Organ Tour
9:00 am Kirk Thrift Shoppe Open
10:00 am – 12:00 pm Kirk Donations Accepted
Holy Communion & Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:15 am Deacons Meeting
9:45 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Worship with Communion

